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The Fervent in Meerut 


H.G. Deshpande. 


W hat is happening in 
Meerut is a symptom of 
what is happening in 
\.ie countryside in several parts 
of the country. Peasants are in 
revolt. They want two things. 
They want a better deal in 
economic terms and, secondly, 
they want a share In political 
power. This is the meaning of 
the ferment in Meerut. 

For a land so overwhelmingly 
rural and more than 73 percent 
of the available work force 
enganged in agriculture, it is 
expected that agricultural 
groups would play an important 
role in the democratic Politics, 
However, because of agriculture 
being largely on a precapitalist 
or semifuedal lines and 
because of regional differences 
and large scale inequalities in 
ownership, a significant 
organized group did not 
.emerge in the early years. 

Over the years, the 
'".iiplementation of zamindari 
abolition and emergence of 
phenomenon like green 
revolution have resulted in the 
middle class peasants acquir- 
ing more land and working 
harder on their land. The power 
of the farmers has also 
increased over the years as a 
result of the conventional 
electoral politics, the Panchyati 
Raj and community develop- 
ment programme. The impact 
of this new trend became visible 
in the 1960s particularly in the 
Fourth General Elections 
(1967) when various rural- 
based regional parties came 
into prominence. They domina- 
ted the state governments and 
through them exerted influence 
over the centre too. The 
congress party itself began to 
feel the necessity to cater to the 
increasing powerful agricultural 
lobby and gave many 
concessions to it. 

Accommodation 

I t is difficult to anticipate how 
this confrontation would be 
resolved. Wheteverhappens, 
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Chaudhaiy Mahinder Singh Tikait, preceded by his armed 
body-guards, moves along the CDA ground in Meerut 


one thing is clear, the Congress 
(I) party which runs the state 
would have to accommodate 
the rich peasants in one way/or 
another. It will take a few 
months before the new 
arrangement is worked out. 
One thing is clear however. The 
arrangement would be in favour 
of the peasants and at the cost 
of those now in power. Already 
the farmers are making their 
presence felt in the political 
system, by enlarging their role 
as intermediaries in relation- 
ships between the village and 
the outside authorities in both 
the administration and the 
political parties. 

But the strategy of 
development followed bythe 
country during the last four 
decades has not given as much 
attention to agriculture as 
should have been given. The 
focus was on Industry rather 
than on agricultures. Even In 
the Third Plan, which was 
handled by Jawaharlal Nehru 
himself, It was acknowledged 
that agriculture ought to be 
given greater attention. 


But the economic pandits of 
the country have not felt 
convinced of the need to do so 
In plan after Plan, while 
something has been done for 
agriculture, it has not been 
given its due. Maybe some 
people do not agree with this 
analysis. Whether they agree or 
not, this is the perception of the 
somewhat affluent peasants. 

Affluent Peasants 

T he reference is to affluent 
peasant mainly for two 
reasons. One, they alone 
have a surplus to sell and are 
subject to the pressures of the 
market. Another important 
reason, however, is the fact that 
the poor peasants are so 
voiceless that even the left 
parties, exceptions apart have 
failed to mobilise them in 
defence of their rights. They 
continue to suffer and are 
•powerless even to protest. This 
being so, it is mainly the affluent 
peasants whose voice is raised. 
Once in a while it is heard also 
and Meerut is an example of 
that. 


It is not an accident that the 
centre of this agitation is 
Meerut. It is the heartland of Jat 
peasantry in western U.P. This 


area has profited from the new > 
advances made in agricultural/ 
technology. In consequences,( 
it has shared in the increased 
Continued on page 4 


How Long 
Continue 


D eteriorating situation in 
the Punjab is causing 
great alarm and trepida- 
tion to the general public 
throughout the country. Inspite 
of all out efforts of the Ray- 
Rabeiro Team since the 
imposition of the President’s 
Rule from 11 May, 1987, law and 
order has continued to worsen. 
Hopeful claims made by the 
Home Ministry in November' 87 
when asking for the extension 
of the President’s rule have 
proved entirely hollow. By 
rough estimates since the 
imposition of the President’s 
rule the terrorists have killed 
over 1380 persons, wounded 
more than 800, snatched more 
than 320 weapons and carried 
out well beyond 1150 dacoities. 
The police forces have killed 
over 350 persons, jailed nearly 
4,000 and captured nearly 150 
AK rifles. 

Unceasing violence on both 
sides continues to rage without 
a let-up. While the public has 
come to realise that mere 
strong suppressive measures 


can not solve this intransigence 
problem, the Central Govern- 
ment continues to be intractible 
and insists on “finishing the 
terrorists" before considering 
any alternative measure. Bereft 
of constructive thinking, it is 
determined to slug it out 
against the so called terrorists, 
little realising and caring how 
many innocent lives are being 
lost and how many are 
incarcerated in jails without a 
chance of an early fair trial. To 
top it all every conceivable 
strategem is being used to 
prevent the guilty of henious 
crimes committed during 
November, 1984 carnage in 
Delhi and else where, from 
being brought to trial and 
punished. With what face can 
the Prime Minister boast about 
the Government’s proud human 
right record? It impresses 
nobody. Certainly not the 
Amnesty International. 

Innocent Killings 

I nspite of the total loss of 
faith in the credibility of the 
Government vast majority 


Punjab Will 
to BleeJ 


of the Sikh Community neither 
approves of the killing of the 
innocent people by extremist 
nor is it enamoured of 
Khalistan. But they find no 
justification for the terror let 
lose by the Government in 
which many people are being 
killed in false encourters and 
many more are locked up in jails 
on flimsy, or contrived 
intellegence reports. Today 
police killings are being 
justified because of the break 
down of the judicial machinery. 

Why then the special courts and 
the draconian anti-terrorist 
laws? Whereby a confession 
before a senior police officer 
has been made admissible 
evidence, and a witness does 
not have to appear in person 
before the court. Even his name»| 
is not recorded in the 
proceedings and recognition of 
the accused from a photograph 
is admissible. Such laws did 
not exist even during the 
emergency. If not actually they 
certainly subvert the spirit of 
the Indian Constitution. 


Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora (Retd) 


Senior police officers of the 
Punjab have gone on record to 
admit verbally that though they 
do not kill Innocent persons, 
but those who they think are 
guilty of commiting five or more 
murders according to their 
Information, are bumped off. 
The sad part of this Is that the 
general public has come to 
accept Its Justification. Such Is 
the power of propaganda. No 
where In the world a single 
agency has been given such all 
encompassing authority which 
Is totally Illegal. 

Introspection 

lil! such time the Central 
Government choses to 
analyse dispassionately 
and objectively why and where 
it has faulted to let the Punjab 
imbroglio reach the present 
nadir, no improvement can 
begin to start. 

The Sikh Community does 
not have to prove Its loyalty and 
devotion to the Integertty of the 
country. It Is for all to see even 

Continued on page 4 
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Sound and Fury 

Don’t read newspapers. They are writing blatant lies. 

Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister, to the Students of Viswabharati University 
The Congress (I) tradition is that we leave the decision to the Prime 
Minister. 

Jagannath Mishra, former Bihar CM 
I am like a judge, I have disqualified. That is the end of it. 

P.H. PANDIAN, speaker of the Tamil Nadu assembly after expelling 33 

AIADMK MLAs 

I had laready warned that those frogs which went to rest in the 
shadows of the snake would have to face the consequences 

M. Karunanidhi, DMK president, commenting on the Congress ( I )'s role in 
toppling the Janaki MGR government, quoted in the Statesman 

Politicians almost as a rule become more militant when their 
support base starts eroding. 

Editorial The Telegraph 11 February 1988 
The most important thing that Tamas conveys is that there can be 
nothing worse than communalism for us. 

'Tamas' author Bhisham Sahni in Sunday 
Give credit to our masses who I am sure are far too intelligent to go 
on rampage after watching a serial. 

'Tamas' director Govind Nihalani in On Looker 
"I do not think that Mr Rajiv Gandhi is serious at all to settle it.” 
(Punjab Problem) 

Mr Harkishan Singh Surjeet in The Hindu 
I had requested the police to enforce law. Police action w^s.^ 
directed only against those indulging in lawlessness. A look at tK^ 
damage in the assembly will show where lawlessness was 
concentrated. 

P.H. Pandian, Tamil Nadu's Speaker. 

The Meghalaya government claimed that it had purchased plastic 
buckets each of which was worth Rs 500. How ridiculous! An open 
case of 420 can a plastic bucket cost more than Rs.50? 

G.G. Swell, rebel Congress (I) leader 
I am not a fool that I would enter into a deal with New Delhi. Nowise 
man will talk to Congress (I) leaders. History shows that they are 
the greatest cheats and anti-national forces— in the country. 

—Prakash Singh Badal 

I would equate Rajiv with Louis XIV and Wajid Ali Shah who were 
oblivious of realities. Rajiv Gandhi thinks his position is invincible. 

But his belief is all a grand illusion. 

V.C. Shukla. M.P. 

Sagar (the producer of Ramayan) knows there will be riot in this 
country if we stop Ramayan prematurely. He has played for an 
extension and got it. 

Bhaskar Ghosh, director general of Doordarshan 
Since the truth concerns us all, Mr. Girilal Jain, perhaps you can 
recount what happened at the little tea meeting between you ari/”^^ 
the prime minister? Come now, don’t feel shy. 

M.V. Kamath, Coloumnist 
I am of the view that the less we talk about it (opposition unity) the 
better! People are disgusted with the matter. 

R.K. Hegde, Karnataka C M. 
Sometimes we have the upperhand sometimes we don’t This is the 
second time in my tenure of 21 months in Punjab that terrorists 
have regained the upper hand 

J.F. Ribeiro 

It is not the job of the ruling party to strengthen the opposition. 

Vasant Sathe. 

Have you forgotten my slogan when I formed my own party? I never 
did say that I was quitting the Congress. I have always been with 
the congress. 

Pranab Mukherjee. 

She (Sonia Gandhi) tries to give the impression that she does not 
interfere but my feeling is that she does. 

Zail Singh Former President 
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• Equality tor Woman 

• Democratic Values 
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Towards Social 
Dissolution 

The current strike by lawyers in Delhi is a pointer towards social 
dissolution. This process has been at work for quite some time. 
Occasionally it goes underground but ever so often it comes to the 
surface and one can identify it. This particular strike is a case in 
point. 

The starting point was the allegation of a theft against somebody 

C IO turned out to be a lawyer. It is when he was produced in the 
.ourt with his hands handcuffed that the fuse blew up. The lawyers 
felt outraged at the idea that one of their fraternity should be 
treated like a common criminal. The rest is recent history and need 
not be recounted. 

A number of issues arise from it. One, why should the lawyers, 
whose profession demands obedience to law, take the law Into 
their own hands. This is where the dimension of social dissolution 
come in. While for the rest of us law is a sacred cow, to those who 
take part in this process it is clear that justice is seldom done. They 
know it better than the rest of us do. Even though they make their 
living out of it, they do not believe in it. This is something so 
unsettling that the common man, if he feels outraged he has every 
moral right to do so. 

Secondly, even when the powers that be appointed a retired 
judge of the High Court to enquire into the matter, the lawyers were 
not pecified. When the rest of us express such reservations with 
regard to enquiry committees, we are brushed aside. Our 
misgivings are not unfounded, it should be by now clear. By 
refusing to take tooseriousanoticeof this enquiry, the lawyers 
have confirmed our worst suspicions. 

Thirdly, the manner in which the bar is organised does not lead to 
^ e growth of professional standards. All that a person has to do is 
apply to become a member and he is accepted as one. Even in 
the Supreme Court Bar, for instance, a briefless lawyer from 
anywhere can apply and be accepted as a member. When this Bar, 
for instance, convened a meeting to discuss the issue, those who 
where in favour of continuing the strike outnumbered those who 
stood for moderation. Mainly these were the senior advocates. But 
they had no way to making their weight felt weak swamped by 
those who were on the periphery rather than at the centre of 
things. 

Fourthly, as usually happens, politics also crept in through the 
backdoor. Some people were for Mrs. Kiran Bedi, the police offcer 
who was charged with being abrasive, others were for her and this 
led to polarisation of a very peculiar kind. As if this was not 
depeorable enough, some of the senior politicians at the Central 
level, who had scores to settle with the leaders of the Bar, got into 
the act. This is what led to an attack upon the lawyers in the Tis 
Hazari Courts and all that followed it. 

It should not be necessary to refer to any further details except to 
call attention to what lies at the root of this unrest and disruption. 
What is important is to notice the underly factors. Though referred 
to by implication earlier, these may be reiterated to as follows : 

a) There is a Basic distrust of the legal process, both on the part 
of laymen and professional lawyers, 
b) This distrust is not confined only to the common man. It Is all 
pervasive, even among those who live and profit by It. 
c) Those who manage the affairs of the country hardly enjoy any 
credibility. What they say is not believed; what they is looked 
upon with distrust. 

d) In the absence of mutual trust and regard, there are no centres 
of moral authority. That is why when somebody says 
something, others impute motives to him. They just cannot 
believe that anyone can act in a dispassionate and unbiassed 
manner. 

These things have been building up for a long time and all over 
the country. In Delhi, however, these have become more prominent 
than otherwise. Why should we forget that the most massive and 
brutel violation of human rights riots since 1947 took place in Delhi 
in November 1984. It was assumed that killing of several thou; 
sand people could be brushed under the carpet. This just cannotl 
happen. What we did yesterday is bound to visit us today, tom 
orrow and everysucceeding day. The supervision g of . the 
legal process is only a step in that chain. 


Punjab: Dithering 

Continues K.S. Khosla 


I It is perhaps a measure of 
the Prme Minister’s credibi- 
lity in Punjab that none of 
the political parties, except the 
Congress (I), have welcomed 
his endorsement of Acharya 
Sushil Muni's plea for creating 
an atmosphere conducive to a 
constructive dialogue based on 
a spirit of "forget and forgive." 
The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, issued the statement 
on February 11 hailing the 
Muni’s efforts for a peaceful 
solution of the Punjab problem 
within the framework of the 
Constitution. The same day the 
whole of Punjab was declared a 
“notified area” under Section 5 
of the Terrorists and Disruptive 
Activities (prevention) Act, 
1987 providing deterrent 
punishment for those found in 
possession of illegal arms, 
ammunition, bombs, dynamite 
or any other explosive 
substance specified in the Arms 
Act, 1962. The provision now 
envisages a minimum imprison- 
ment of five years which could 
be extended to life imprison- 
ment and also imposition of fine 
for any violation. 

The Prime Minister has, 
however, not indicated whether 
he is willing to release the high 
priests in jail. Acharya Muni had 
in a statement urged the Prime 
Minister to release the Akal 
Takht Jathedar, Bhai Jasbir 
Singh Rode, a near reiation of 
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhinderan- 
wale and the three head priests, 
Jathedar Savinder Singh, 
Jathedar Jaswant Singh and 
Jathedar Kashmir Singh. 

Lost Credibility 

P olitical parties, under- 
standably, have not taken 
the Prime Minister’s bait 
as they know it too well by now 
that the Centre’s “stick and 
carrot" policy had not 
succeeded in the past nor is it 
going to fructify now. The 
strong-arm method at the time 
of Bluestar operation and after 
only resulted in alienating the 
Sikhs. 

The massacre of the Sikhs In 
Delhi and elsewhere In 
November 1984 after the 
gruesome murder of Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi by her two security 
guards and the fact that not a 
single perpetrator of the crime 
has been punished so far has 
further alienated the Sikhs. The 
efforts to end “the era of 
confrontation and usher In 
peace, amity and prosperity” In 
Punjab by signing the accord 
with the late Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal and 
“Installation” of an Akall 
ministry with Mr. Surjlt Singh 
Bamala as Chief Minister, also 
failed. 

The experiment failed on two 
counts : ( 1 ) M r. Barnala cou Id not 
contain terrorism and 2) there 
was no effort on the part of the 
Centre to provide the healing 
touch to the wounded payche 
of the Sikhs. It is not without 
significance that the same Mr. 
Barnala is now the worst critic 
of the Centre and accuses it of 


Chandigarh 15 February 1988 

insincerity in not implementing 
the accord. One moment Mr. 
Barnala was praised as the 
bravest nationalist and patriot 
and the next moment his 
ministry was dismissed on the 
charge of helping terrorists. 

Alienation 

T his growing alienation 
among the Akaiis and the 
Sikhs is the root cause of 
the problem in Punjab which is 
spurring the terrorists to more 
and more barbaric acts and 
killing of women and babes-in- 
arm. No civilised society can 
tolerate or condone such 
barbarity. But the question to 
be asked is why are the 
terrorists doing so? Are they 
lunatics or sadists or are they 
doing so in revenge against 
police excesses? No clear 
answer is available because if 
they are taking revenge against 
police excesses, then they 
should be killing only 
policemen. They are elimina- 
ting entire Sikh families on 
suspicion that they are police 
informers. This is only part of 
the truth. 

The Governor, Mr. S.S. Ray, 
hat himself said that terrorism 
Is a mix of criminals hired to 
settle family disputes, 
smugglers and extortionists. It 
Is liideed Ironic that the 
maximum deployment of police 
and para-mllltary forces Is In 
Amritsar district and yet the 
maximum killings by terrorists 
Is taking place In this district. 
How Is this possible? What are 
the security forces doing? Or Is 
Mr. Bamala right when he says: 
‘The C.R.P.F. rules during the 
day and the terrorists during the 
night.” An Akall leader said that 
the terrorists and the security 
forces are playing their game of 
terror and counter-terror and 
the poor and Innocent are 
suffering In the cross-fire. 

The Prime Minister’s signal 
for a dialogue may have been 
prompted by the realisation on 
the part of the Governor, Mr. 
S.S. Ray and the police chief, 
Mr. J.F. Rebeiro, themselves 
that the Punjab problem is not 
one of law and order only. The 
reports are that they have told 
the Prime Minister so and 
advised him to start political 
initiative in November last when 
the police had an upper hand 
over the terrorists. 

Not only the Punjab 
administration but all political 
parties In the State, with the 
exception of the United Akall 
Dal, want that an all parties 
meeting should be held toarrive 
at a consensus to solve the 
problem. The UAD led by Mr. 
Parkash Singh Badal want the 
five demands to be accepted 
first. They are declaration of 
general amnesty, punishment 
of those hullty of the killing of 
Sikhs In November 1984, 
release of Jodhpur detenus, 
rehablllatlon of Army deserters, 
repeal of black laws and end to 
fake encounters by the police. It 
must be said to the credit of Mr. 
Badal that he has been able to 


convert all other political 
parties to accept the fli^ throe 
demands made by him with 
certain reservations. 

Both the CPI and the CPM 
want the innocent among the 
Jodhpur detenus to be released 
and the guilty of the November 
1984 killings to be punished. 
Even the Congress (I) unit of 
Punjab has accepted these 
demands which they call 
“irritants” in the way of a 
solution. What is noteworthy is 
that even the BJP (and this 
show which way the wind is 
blowing in Punjab) at its Vishal 
Jan Shakti Sammelan at 
Ludhina on February 14 
demanded the release of 
nnocent persons detained at 
Jodhpur, punishment to the 
guilty of November 1984 
killings and taking a lenient 
view of the Sikh soldiers who 
did not indulge in violence 
while deserting their barracks 
in the wake of Bluestar 
operation. 

Political Initiative 

A ddressing thesammelam, 
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee 
criticised the Prime 
Minister for not taking the 
political initiative in Punjab, and 
according to one report, he (Mr. 
Vajpayee) ridiculed Mr. 
Gandhi’s recent statement 
appreciating the role played by 
Acharya Muni in easing the 
Punjab situation. Mr. Vajpayee 
asked whether Mr. Gandhi was 
willing to release the Sikh high 
priests under detention and 
stop the harassment of the 
people by the police and other 
security forces in Punjab as 
demanded by Acharya Muni. 
Mr. Vajpayee regretted that it 
seemed that the centre had no 
Punjab policy and added: 
“Sometimes we feel we are in a 
dark tunnel and there is no light 
at the end.” 

Mr. Badal, however, feele that 
there can be light at the end of 
the tunnel If the Centre accepta 
his five demands to reestablish 
Its credibility with the Sikh 
masses. He sees no point In 
having any talks with the 
government unless the lost faith 
Is restored. If the Centre’s game 
In releasing Mr. Badal was to 
enable him to unite the Akalls 
and form a ministry, the hope 
has been belled. He has seen 
through the game and does not 
want to become another 
, Bamala or Sant Longowal. 

Meanwhile, there is a lot of 
speculation here that the 
legislative assembly, which is in 
suspended animation, may be 
dissolved by the Governor. 
Although he has not sent any 
recommendation to that effect 
to the Centre, he is in favour of 
taking this action to prevent Mr. 
Simranjit Singh Mann, 
President of the UAD under 
detention, from being elected to 
the Rajya Sabha in the 
forthcoming poll. Even the 
Congress (I) wants the House 
to the dissolved. 


20 February— 4 March 1988 


3 



I nt 

FORUM 


The Fervent in Meerut^ 

Continu 


Continued from page 1 




P5s>' 


v^^m. m 
Wr W 









BKU leader Mahendra Singh Tikait draws on his ‘hookah’ outside the Commissioner’s office w» 


prosperity as well. This, in turn, 
has led them to be more vocal 
and more determined about 
what they demand. 

A cartoon in the Indian 
Express describes the situation 
tellingly. A cart on which are 


sitting Rajiv Gandhi looking in 
one direction and V.B. Singh, 
the Chief Minister in the other 
direction is shown. The bull 
which was pulling the cart 
refuses to move and V.B. Singh 
is prodding it to move but 
w'ithout success. A little away a 


tractor with the description 
B.K.U. (Bharat Kisan Union) is 
moving on its own and the two 
are moving in opposite 
directions. This is the situation 
which is captured graphically 
by this cartoonist as only a 
cartoonist can. 


Bleeding Punjab 


T^ie Sikh Community does not have to prove its 
loyalty and devotion to the integerity of the 
country. It is for all to see even today from Saichin 
to Sri Lanka. Then why this insidious propaganda 
to malign the community as a whole? Why is every 
Sikh treated with suspicion and often with active 
hostility. 

Once the confidence in the sincerity and 
candour of the Government is established the law 
and order situation will automatically improve. 
Today, though fed up with violence the Sikh 
public in Punjab has a sneaking sympathy with the 
extremist who are at least keeping alive the 
agitation against the repressive and prejudiced 
policies of the Centre. When the genuineness of 
the Government’s intention is accepted this 
attitude will change. The public will actively 
oppose violence by the extremist who will become 
isolated and discouraged in due course. 


today from Salchin to Sri Lanka. 
Then why this Insidious 
propaganda to malign the 
community as a whole? Why is 
every sIkh treated with 
suspicion and often with, active 
hostility. 

Are the authorities surprised 
and unbelieving that inspite of 
the shameless and deliberate 
denigration of the community, 
the Sikhs are ready and willing 
to die for the well-being and 
honour of the country? 

Incompetence, inefficiency 
and even a degreee of 
corruption can be acceptable 
but a deliberate effort to defame 
and destroy the reputation of 
this brave community can not 
be tolerated. \A/orse still to 
ignore the injustice done to it 


and deliberately sweep under 
the carpet. The atrocities 
committed in November, 84 is 
unforgiveable. But to expect 
gratitude from the victims for 
the much delayed financial 
pittance bestowed on them 
smacks of "riyasti rajshahi" 
mentality. Such attitudes can 
not inspire trust. They only 
cause resentment and bitterness. 

The Facets 

T he Punjab issue has two 
distinct facets. Firstly to 
assuage the badly hurt 
Sikh psyche and secondly to 
implement demands which 
have already been accepted by 
the Government in the Rajiv 
Gandhi-Sant Longowal Accord 
of 24 July, 1985. Till the first is 


Contini.ed from page 1 

Recently Shri Sushil Muni has 
again taken initiative to start a 
dialogue with the extremist 
through the head priests now in 
jail, which has been applauded 
publically by the Prime 
Minister. This has created quite 
a flutter in the public and the 
press is full of speculations 
many hopeful and encouraging 
but some critical and cynical. 
The discussions can be only 
exploratory but should involve 
the extremist as well as 
moderates. One hopes that the 
aim is not to defeat Mr. Parkash 
Singh Badal's current efforts to 
mobilise the masses through a 
peaceful agitation. 

The Prime Minister’s approval 
can not be taken at its face 
value. In the meantime the 
application of the Terrorist 
Disruptive Activities (Preventive 
Act) has been made more 
stringent and harsh which will 
give greater licence to the 
corrupt police to harass the 
innocent. They have lost the 
nerve to patrol the worst 
affected areas at night. The 
home minister, however, 
blames the courts for releasing 
or granting bails to those it 
considers innocent. 

Finally no initiative can make 
much progress leave alone 
succeed, till the basic demands 
of, "punish the guilty and 
release the innocents", are 
accepted and implemented. 
Otherwise it will be an exercise 
in futility and leave the people 
more embittered and alienated, 
attended to successfully, the 
second has little relevance. 

Today the Government 
stands at the bar of the public 
opinion. It is evident that 


coercion Is no substitute tor 
moral authority and deception 
tor honesty. TIM such time that 
the Government resolves to 
punish the guilty ot the 
November* 84 killings and 
release the Innocent now 
rotting In the Jodhpur |all and 
elsewhere, the Sikhs can not be 
convinced about the Govern- 
ment’s genuine desire to solve 
this matter. Unwarranted 
reluctance and delay has 
caused great harm. Further 
delay may mean permanent 
alienation, which will harm the 
stability ot the country. At 
present law and order forces 
suspect every Sikh till he proves 
himself to be otherwise, which 
is demeaning and degrading 
and leaves a very bitter taste. 

The situation, however, is not 
beyond redemption. What is 
required is a flexible, honest, 
determined and bold approach 
to face the issue. To begin with 
the Government must impose 
faith in the Sikh Community 
and win their badly bruised 
confidence by punishing the 
guilty and releasing the 
innocent unilaterally and not as 
• a bargain counter. The next 
step would be to declare a 
general amnesty after certifying 
from those in custody that they 
believe in the integerity of the 
country. Persons charged with 
henious crimes to be tried in 
open courts according to 
normal procedures. 

Black Laws 

B lack laws must be 
rescinded and special 
courts abolished. These 
are grossly unfair and a stigma 
on the fair name of the Indian 
democracy. The general 
amnesty will create a sea 
change and should lead to 
various groups of the Akali Dal 
including the AISSF getting 
together to discus and chalk out ■ 
future programmes for fighting 
the next election. Without 
involving the younger genera- 
tion the Akali Dal can not be 
rejuvenated. Apart from a 
declaration that all parties 
accept the inviobility of the 
country as a basic commitment 
they should be at liberty to 
decide about the issues on 
which they would go to the 
hustings. 

It is imperative that during 
this period there is peace and 
harmony which will not be easy 
to achieve and maintain as 
certain extremist elements who 
are bent on violence will create 
mischief. These elements will 
have to be handled with 
firmness and forebearance. In 
any case the political processes 
once started must not be 
I allowed to be obstructed. 


Once the confidence In the 
sincerity and candour of the 
Government Is established the 
law and order situation will 
automatically Improve. Today, 
though fed up with violence the 
Sikh public In Punjab has a 
sneaking sympathy with the 
extremist <^o are at least 
keeping alive the agitation 
against the repressive and 
prejudiced policies of the 
Centre. When the genuineness 
of the Government’s intention Is 
accepted this attitude will 
change. The public will actively 
oppose violence by the 
extremist who will become 
isolated and discouraged In due 
course. 

It may well be argued that 
without identifiable Akali 
leadership which could be 
expected to get the various 
factions working together and 
also get the support of the 
AISSF, how can the above 
suggested action plan be put 
into practice. My contention is 
that once the preliminary 
moves, "punish the guilty aaat 
release the innocent”, 
carried out unilaterally, it would 
change the entire atmosphere. 

The Partnership 

R ealising that the 

Government is sincere 
and determined to restart 
the political processes, the 
various factions of the Akali Dal 
will have to get together and 
reach a consensus. Infact it may 
also start dialogue between the 
two communities at some levels 
for creating a Punjabi 
partnership. So far the 
Government has used certain 
individuals for covert parlays, 
but ended up by disowning 
them or breawing up 
discussions half way. Such 
efforts have proved counter 
productive and have creat^^ 
suspicion and app.-ehens* ' 
about the Government’s 
sincerity and adversely affected 
the reputation are credibility of 
the individual who has agreed 
to talk. Is is felt justifiably that 
these efforts, are meant to 
arouse false hopes, create 
confusion and finally destroy 
any emerging consensus and 
leadership amongst the Akali 
Dal. The Central Government 
has to rise above petty party 
politics it it means to solve this 
tangle. Unfortunately the 
Government has never dealt 
with Punjab problem openly in 
the national perspective. It has 
used it as a menace to the 
people and country to gain 
electoral advantage. There is a 
growing apprehension that it 
may use it again for the next 
election. 
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M r. S.S. Ray, Punjab 
Governor has been 
making statements at 
regular intervals for the past six 
months that Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
and the Central Government 
are coming out with a new 
programme to settle the 
Punjab tangle. The wait has 
been in vain so far and the first 
month of the year 1988 has seen 
a spurt in innocent killings. The 
figure has exceeded 200. The 
vast majority of the people 
killed daily belong to the Sikh 
Community except on Friday 
the 22nd January 88, when the 
media woke up and the papers 
came out with editorials/ 
articles. 

The Tribune under ‘Punjab's 
Black Friday' on 23rd January 
wrote “there is no heroism in 
^taking innocent lives as a 
(^•^'repraisal of against state taking 
not so innocent lives in an 
encounters” The paper 
surprisingly has not warned the 
government that it should resist 
the temptation of resorting to 
fake encounters, the latest 
allegation in respect of the 
escape of alleged terrorist 
Bawa from police custody. The 
police becoming a law into itself 
and resorting to such unlawful 
acts has been one of the major 
factors of not only of continued 
killings but enlarging their 
sympathisers. 

The T ribune further says “the 
seemingly large sympathy base 
of the militants must be shrunk 
not by State strong arm but by 
confidence inducing measures. 
Most of the sore points 
agitating the Sikh Community 
^have got to be sorted out. Just 
^to take one question: for how 
long will the government be 
"reviewing" thecase of Jodhpur 
detenus"? 

The Telegraph comes out 
with its often repeated one 
point solution of wiping out the 
terrorists and till that no 
political solution. It says, “In his 
role as governor Mr Ray has 
risen in the nation’s esteem, just 

as Mr Rebeiro has The 

moment calls out for firmness 
and clarity.” The Indian Express 
•recognises the complexity in 
, the task of resorting normalacy 
■ in the State and asks for “equal 
emphasis neet^s to be laid on 
opening the way for a free play 
of politics. It is in this task that 
the government has yet to show 
requisite sense of urgency and 
resilience. For instance, Prof. 
Darshan Singh's charge that 
initial contacts made with him 
on behalf of Central 
Government for a serious 
political dialogue with the UAD 
have not been followed up 
cannot be brushed aside." It 
further advices that “no 
opportunity of creating an 
atmosphere favourable to the 
establishment of popular rule in 
Punjab should be missed.” 

Shrf S. Mulgaokar in Indian 
Express on 23rd December 87, 
under “Where we were in 
Punjab” writes “The policy of 
wiping out the terrorists has 
been at work for three years and 
ever larger enforcement have 
been poured into Punjab. It has 
led nowhere and holds out no 
hope that It can lead anywhere.” 


He further regrets how 
“unfortunately the Sikhs 
problem, in Punjab primarily, 
has never been seen In Its true 

light But when you get down 

to It. there, are very few Sikhs 
who desire a separate State or 
will fight to secure It.” Ha 
further questions “Can we after 
all deny that the Sikhs have a 
genuine case for their sense of 
hurt?” And recommends that as 
first step “there must be atleast 
a commitment of general 
amnesty to all Sikhs who are In 
prisons In Jodhpur aiKf 
elsewhere without a trial." 

Shri Mulgaokar warns tne 
government "If the only 
solution the government is 
determined upon is the wiping 
out of the terrorists, the resuit 
eventually will be the creation 
of bigger problems including an 
ever widening communal divide 
which will not be confined to 
Punjab." Speaking at a seminar 
on “National integration and 
communal harmony” at Lions 
Club, Calcutta Shri Saran Singh 
said, “the entire Sikh 
community was being humili- 
ated in Punjab for the sins of a 
few. Therb was a sense of 
deprivation and aliention in the 


community as their grivences 
has not been looked into. The 
Centre was seemingly dis- 
interested in solving the Punjab 
Problem for its own reasons." 

“Shri Ram JethmalanI also 
voiced similar feelings at this 
seminar when he said “the bulk 
of the Sikh community In the 
country did not want Khallstan. 
But the Punjab problem would 
not be solved by either a S.S. 
Ray or a Rebeiro. Social and 
economic Justice should be 
assured to the aggrieved 
section of the community to 
help the process of national 
Integration.” 

The grievences of the Sikhs 
cannot ignored and put under 
the carpet. Shri Giri Lai Jain has 
in a recent article said, “We 
(Indians) have traditionally 
disposed of unfortunate events 
by drawing a curtain over 
them.” The drawing of the 
curtain over the grievences of 
the Sikh community and 
ignoring or delay in accepting 
their rightful demands will only 
escalate the problem. The 
statemanship requires for an 
immediate just political 
solution. . 


Sir, How religion should be 
separated from politics is a 
burning topic of the day. 
Recently the Home Minister 
had declared the Govt, policy 
and stated that the Govt, was 
planning to bring forth 
legislation for this purpose. 
Ever since the abnormal 
escalation in the menace of 
terrorism in Punjab the Centre 
has developed keen impression 
that communal forces in the 
country are posing a grave 
danger to the unity and integrity 
of the country. Some viable 
legislation is deemed necessary 
to curb communal fanaticism, 
which according to the advisers 
of the Govt; breeds hatred 
against others and censequ- 
ently culminates into terrorism. 
But the meet point for 
consideration is whether any 
such legislative measures could 
solve this acute problem? 

A little introspection into the 
past history of our country 
would reveal that basis tenets of 
religions had absolutely no 
clash with the country’s 
politics. On the other hand it is 
the politics which has been 
interfering with the day to day 
smooth running of the religious 
institutions. The reasons are 
not far-fetched. Various 
political parties have been more 
often than not exploiting these 
instituions for achieving their 
political objectives. Is it not a 
fact that the Congress used to 
denounce the activities of the 
R.S.S. and after the 
assassination of the great 
Mahatma 40 years age this 
organisation had given an 
undertaking to the late Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel that they 
would carry on social activities 
only as a sort of a bargain for 
lifting of a ban imposed on their 
activities in 1948? But what 
happened in the Lok(. Sabha 
elections of 1980 and 1984 
when the late P.M. Mrs Gandhi 
and later on the present P.M. 
Rajiv Gandhi had openly 
connived with R.S.S. so much 
so that Indira Gandhi won the 
elections in Jammu with the 
help of the votes of the majority 
community. Mr. Gandhi had 
won the generai eiection with a 
thumping majority by 


Pakistan's Punjab province now 
has a gallows on wheels. 

According to the Urdu daily, 
'Jang', the mobile gallows has 
been constructed following a 
government order that the 
persons condemned to death 
for heinous crimes be hanged in 
public soon after the necessary 
legal formalities are complete. 

The mobile folding gallows 
has been constructed in a 
workshop in Sahiwalatacostof 


propagating against the Sikhs 
and, the Anandpur Sahib 
resolution, calling it as a threat 
to the unity and integrity of the 
country. 

Further, even the Father of 
the Nation (Mahatma Gandhi) 
had said in his autobiography 
“My devotion to truth has drawn 
me into the field of politics and I 
can say without hesitation, and 
yet in all humility, that those 
who say that a religion has 
nothing to do with politics donot 
know what religion means” 
The epics of Ramayna ana 
Mahabharata vividly depicted 
the union of religion and 
politics. Rama was both a 
spiritual and temporal king 
whose way of life remains a 
beacon light to the followers of 
the Hindu religion even to day. 

Religion belongs to the realsm 
of spiritual matters and is 
essentially a science of the soul. 
All religions, in brief, preach 
love, compassion, selfless 
service, oneness of humanity 
and doing of good deeds based 
on ethics. A religious person 
fights for a righteous cause and 
is even prepared to lay down his 
life for it. Politics is the science 
of governance. Its code of 
conduct is not generally based 
on morality. .His main object is 
to keep himself in power, 
irrespective of the means he 
may apply. Our rishis, saints 
and Gurus have stressed that ^ 
man in power or aspiring to rule 
must be just and impartial. 
Devoid of the human approach 
he becomes brutish and 
greedy. It is in this context that 
it is said that religion can not be 
diverced from politics. A man's 
personality can not be split to 
guide his actions differently 
while at home and outside. We 
should have more and more of 
true religion. It is our 
misfortune that today religion is 
being associated with robes, 
symbols, rites, rituals and most 
of praying. Fundamentalism in 
fact has nothing to do with true 
religion, n fact it is the 
politiciar who have defamed 
the relig n by misusing it and 
ateignin wrong interpreta- 
tions to .ts noble principles. 

G.S. Chadha 


Rs.b0,000 to be carried to 
different places, in the province 
for public hangings. There has 
been a spate, of public 
eiiecutions in West Punjab 
recently. 

This order is one step 
towards, what the Punjab 
province chief minister, Mr. 
Nawaz Sharif, claims 
eradicating crimes like 
dacoities, murders and thefts in 
Purijab within two to three 
months. 


The Citizens 

Rehabiiitation and 
Education Fund 

November '84 carnage left behind a large number of widows and 
thousands of families lost every wordly possesion house hold 
items, their houses and source of livelihood. The ordeal which the 
sikh community faced is unprecedent in the history of India. The 
Sikh Forum in association with other social and human welfare 
organisations have tried to lessen to a degree the sufferings, 
difficulties and darkness from the life of there unfortunate victims. 
The aim has been to help these uprooted families to rehabilatate 
themselves, so as to enable them to face with courage the hard life 
before them. The Sikh Forum provided many families with 
equipment for livlihood like Rehris, Cycle Rickshaws, Sowing 
Machines, Cycles, Tools in addition to financial assistance for 
initial purchase of basic items. As a relief all widows and mahy 
other affected families were provided with basic necessity like a 
steelibeds, bedding, basic cooking utensils in addition to help 
them in getting them tenements, electric and water connections, 
getting their children admission in schools financially helping 
them in marriage of their daughters etc of them Sikh Forum for 
adequate compensation resulted in compensation Rs. 10,000 from 
Rs. 20,000 giving employment to widows, pension to old and those 
widows not provided with jobs and lately compensation for 
commercial and industrial units. The case for compensation for 
domestic and household loss during November '84 is being 
actively pursued. 

In the education field the Sikh Forum is providing financial 
stipend of Rs. 50/-pm. i.e. Rs. 600/- per year to 850 children to 
November '84 widows. Ouraim is to give this financial assistance to 
every school goingchildtill he or she completes secondary course. 
Their are more than 200 chil<;lren who still need to be given this 
financial assistance. Each donor is provided with complete bio- 
data of the child, the name of the school and class in which he/she 
is studying as well as the photograph of thechild. The yearly report 
is also sent to the donor to inform him the progress of the child. 

With the aim to cintinue to provide relief, rehabilitation and 
stipend for education to the families and children of Nov 84 and 
others effected persons the Sikh Forum has estabilished a trust 
called Citizen’s, Relief, Rehabilitation & Education Fund.” This 
trust has been registered by commissionorof Income-tax letter No. 
CIT-VI/TE (216)/87/3151 dated 8. 12 87. The donations made to 
this trust have been granted exemptionunder section 80G of the IT 
Act 1961 vide letter No. CIT/VI/TE (216)/87/3151 dated 8. 12.87. A 
separate account for this trust has been opend in the bank. We 
appeal to the people to liberally donate for this trust so that the 
victims can be helped for their rehabilitation in life and their 
children are assured of assistance for prooer education. 
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Grim birth controi scenario 


Citizens Action 
Committee For 
'Clean Politics' 


W ASHINGTON, Decem- 
ber 28, ABORTION is a 
“principal means” of 
birth control worldwide but 
women in poorer countries 
have virtually no safe access to 
the surgical procedure, a 
population control group 
reported on Monday, report DPI 
and AP. 

Developed countries such as 
the United States, West 
Germany, France, Japan and 
the Soviet Union account for 26 
million legal abortions, said a 
study released by the 
Population Crisis Committee in 
Washington. 

Of the 28 million abortions 
performed yearly in developing 
countries, an estimated 20 
million are illegal and most 
likely unsafe, said Dr. Sharon 
Camp, co-author of the study 
and vice-president of the 
population group. 

The study, "Access to Birth 
Control: A World Assessment," 
ranks birth control and abortion 
availability in 110 countries, 
dividing its findings between - 
developed and develping 
countries. 

"These numbers show that 
abortion is a principal means of 
birth control worldwide," Dr. 
Camp said in an interview on 
Sunday with the United Press 
International. 

ILLEGAL ABORTIONS 
She added that unsafe or 
illegal abortions result in 100,000 
maternal deaths worldwide, but 
said an exact figure is difficult 
to estimate because many 
abortion-related deaths are not 
reported as such 
The study shows that women 
m 53 countries out of the 110 
surveyed have "virtually no 
access to safe abortion" and 80 
per cent of the developing 
world's population, excluding 
China, do not have adequate 
access to birth control. 

"The health consequences 
are very serious," Dr. Camp 
said "In Latin America for a 
number of years illegal abortion 
was the leading cause of death 
for many women. We need to 
make universally available all 
effective measures of 
contraception as a way to 
reduce abortions" 

Dr. Camp said the situation 
has improved in the past 
decade thanks to the increased 
availability of family planning 
services 


But the study estimates that 
in Brazil, Latin America's 
largest country, three million 
illegal abortions are performed 
each year, compared to four 
million live births. 

Africa is in the same 
situation that Latin America 
was a decade ago. Dr. Camp 
said, noting that those nations 
with the lowest availability to 
safe abortion include 
Botswana, Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Uganda, Ethiopia, Burundi, 
Sudan, Saudi Arabia and Libya. 

Despite the obstacles of 
illegality and lack of properly 
trained medical personnel, 
abortion is common in many 
developing countries. 

“The issue is whether there is 
a demand for abortion or not," 
Dr. Camp said. 

Even in countries where 
abortion has been recently 
legalized — as in India— only 
one million out of the five 
million or six million abortions 
performed are safe. Dr. Camp 
said. 

The study points out there is 
very little death associated with 
the procedure in developed 
countries where abortion is 
legal and safe. 

MATERNAL BEATH 

The federal . centres for 
disease control in Atlanta 
reports a mortality rate of 10 
deaths per million abortions 
and a .05 per cent chance for 
post-operative complications. 

In 1968, abortion was cited as 
the leading cause of maternal 
death in the United States, 
when 5,000 of the one million 
illegal abortions resulted in the 
death of the pregnant woman. 

Lack of access to birth 
control leads to millions of 
unwanted pregnancies— and 
millions of abortions— around 
the world every year, according 
to the study. 

Overall, residents of Britain 
seem to have easiest access to a 
variety of ways to avoid 
pregnancy, the Population 
Crisis Committee report says, 
SEVERE CURBS 

At the other end of the scale, 
the most severe restrictions 
exist in Libya, Laos and 
Kampuchea, according to the 
study group, which researches 
population issues 

Around the world, 54 million 
unwanted pregnancies end in 
abortion every year, with lack or 
misuse of birth control methods 


a leading reason for the 
pregnancies, the committee 
reported. 

The agency for international 
development has threatened a 
funding cutoff for International 
Planned Parenthood because 
that group refuses to agree to 
withdraw its family planning 
assistance from nation which 
offer abortion counselling. 

That cutoff, by eliminating a 
major source of birth control 
assistance, could actually lead 
to an increase 'of 69,000 in 
abortions worldwide because 
of a rise in unwanted 
pregnancies, according to a 
study released last month 
researchers at the University of 
Michigan. 

In the new report, the 
Population Crisis Committee 

compares the availability of 
birth control information and 
materials in various nations, 
rating the developed and 
developing nations separately. 

The United Kingdom leads 
the developed world with a 
score of 29 out of a possible 30. 
Britain lost one point tor its 
school sex education 

programmes. 

West Germany placed 
second with 28 points. The 
United States was seventh with 
a score of 25. 

Placing last among the 

developed nations was 
Romania, with only three 

points. 

The developing nations were 
rated on a more detailed scale 
of O-to-100 points, with Libya. 
Laos and Kampuchea failing to 
register any score at all. 

Topping the developing 
nations was T aiwan, with 92 out 
of 100 points Taiwan scored 
well m availability of 
contraceptives, but lost points 
on information and outreach 
programmes private sector 
involvement, government poli^ 
cies and services. 

Singapore ranked second 
with 90 points, followed by 
South Korea at 89 and China 
and Hong Kong with 84 each, 
rounding out the developing 
nations which were related as 
"excellent" in birth control 
access. 

In addition, 10 developing 
nations achieved ratings of 
good. 16 were listed as fair, 33 
had poor ratings and 31 were 
listed as very poor 


A larmed at the mounting 
corruption in politics, 
business and administra- 
tion and the consequent fall of 
morality in public life, a few 
concerned citizens, not 
connected with any political 
party, formed a citizens 
organisation for the purpose of 
eradicating corruption. Having 
realised that political 
corruption, inherent in the 
electoral system, is the root 
cause of a every other form of 
corruption, it was decided to 
launch a nation wide campaign 
for electoral reform. Five 
specific demands were placed 
before the leadersof all political 
parties for implementation. 
They are; (a) Enactment of 
anti-defection law (This law, 
though passed has been 
worded in a manner which 
muzzles genuine dissent), (b) 
Appointment of a Lok Pal at the 
Centre, (c) Public audit of 
political parties accounts, (d) 
Obligatory public declaration 


The Government of India 
which, on humanitarian 
grounds, air-dropped medi- 
cines and food supplies in a 
foreign land without permission 
by engaging military transport 
planes, has chosen to refuse 
permission for free distribution 
of medicines from West 
Germany to the riot victims in 
Meerut, If the Tamil population 
and the militants in Sri Lanka 
were suffering a lot and 
deserved such a belligerent 
step, the riot victims in Meerut 
did not deserve the life saving 
drugs and medicines so kindly 
donated by the Action Medeor, 
German Medical Aid 
Organisation, West Germany. 
This extreme step was taken, 
perhaps, for security reasons! 

Moved by the devastations 
caused to both Hindus and 
Muslims in Meerut during the 
May, 1987 communal riots. M/s 
Deutsche Medicamenten-Hil- 
fswerk, German Medical Aid 
Organisation, D-4154, Jeonis- 
vorit 2, West Germany, sent a 
consignment of medicines at 
4750, lODtch. Marks for free 
distribution to the riot victimsof 
Meerut to the Incharge, Meerut 
relief works Meerut (Maulana 
Md. Rafiq Qasimi, President, 
Jama'at-e-lslami Hind, UP. 
Zone) The Relief Incharge 
addressed an application to the 
Secretary, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, 
Lok Nayak Bhavan, New Delhi 
on 21.8.1987 for according 
necessary permission under 
Sections 5(1) and 5(2)(a) of 
the Foreign Contributions 
(Regulation) Act, 1976 (FCRA) 
to accept the donation of 
medicines and to distribute the 
same to the deserving riot- 
victims without distinction of 
caste and creed under expert 
medical advice. The Govern- 


of assets by MP’s/MLA’s, and 
(e) State funding of elections. 

Almost all the political 
leaders agreed with these 
demands but showed utter lack 
of will to implement them. 
Consequently, the Citizens 
Action Committee for Clean 
Politics has been for severai 
years trying to mobiiise public 
opinion for Electoral Reforms, 
through the medium of 
Satyagrah, protest marches, 
seminars, pubiic meetings, 
press and so on. Many non- 
party eminent citizens like F.M. 

K M Cariappa (Retd), Justice 
H.R. Khanna, Shrimati Vijay 
Laxmi Pandit, Justice V.M. 
Tarkunde, Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora 
(Retd). M.P., Smt. Nayantara 
Sahgal, Smt. Mankekar, S/Shri 
Thakurdas Bang, Siddharaj, 
Dhadda, Govinda Mukhoty."^ ^ 
Soli Sorabji, N.A. Palkhivala, 
Madhu Mehta and several 
others have lent their morai 
supports to citizens campaign 
against political corruption. 


ment of India has through its 
Gazette Extraordinary Part II, 
No-43, New Delhi dated 
16.9.1987 applied Section 15(1) 
of theF.C.R.Acttothe Jamaat- 
e-lslami Hind. It must be 
remembered that the Jama’ at 
received over sixty lakhs in cash.n 
from philanthropists all over- 
India and did yeomen service in 
providing relief and rehabilita- 
tion to the Meerut riot victims 
Hindus and Muslims. 

The Deputy Secretary (1C) 
concerned with the subject was 
contacted several times, both 
personally and over the phone, 
and requested to expedite 
permission lest the medicines 
become time barred. Every 
time, the gentleman said that 
the matter was under 
Government's active consi- 
deration. At last on November 
20, 1987 he has addressed a 
letter No. ll/21022/94(79)/87- 
FCRA-III to the Relief Incharge 
of the Jamaat stating that the 
Central Government, after 
careful consideration, have 
decided not to accord the 
permission sought for. No 
reasons have been adduced 
therefore. Interestingly, how- 
ever, the Deputy Secretary 
quotes Section 6(1 )A of the 
F.C.R. Act while the application 
was made in Form FC-I (not FC- 
I A) under Sections 5(1 ) and 5(2) 
(a) (not under Section 6(1 -A) 
which applies to associations 
not registered with the Central 
Government which the learned 
official quotes!) 
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Anti Dowry Effort In Haryana III 
Limits Of Isolated Social Change 


In this concluding part 
of the report on the anti- 
dowry effort in 

Haryana, the causes of 
the gradual erosion of 
the social sanctions 
against dowry are 

analysed. 


I t is not very surprising tnat 
discussing about the 
success of this anti-dowry 
effort among the jats of 
Faridabad and Gurgaon 
districts varying opinions are 
heard. After all at one stage 
r ji these people had evoked a lot of 
^ admiration for their effort and 
even if they see their effort 
collapsing, they may liketoturn 
their eyes away from their 
failure or to underscore this 
failure to maintain a facade of 
success. However others may 
see nothing wrong in stating the 
real situation bluntly. 

This when we met Narayan 
Singh. Principal of G.G.D.S.D. 
college in Palwal, who was one 
of the in itiators of th is effort way 
back in 1974, he had no doubts 
whatever in telling us that the 
effort continuee to be a 
remarkable success, even 
though some viotetions have 
been reported. He felt the need 
to set up some permanent 
machinery to oversee the 
implementations of regulations 
^ ''t and punish the vlolatione. But 
\ on the whole he was quite sura 
that the movement is a big 
success and in the caee of 
nearly 85 per cent of the 
marriages, the regulatione are 
being observed. “Qo to any 
village and find out for yourself' 
he asserted confidently. 

liflgiaawMgi 
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W e walked out of the 
principal's room to talk 
to a group of students. 


This is it! 

By Sudhir Dar 

Hindustan Times 
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“Sir, please... Vengsarkar 
fans are waiting!’’ 
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By : Bharat Dogre 


almost all of them from 
neighbouring villages. They 
were allagreed that the practice 
of dowry is widespread, also 
arhong the jats. Yes, they had 
heard of the anti-dowry reform 
effort, they also conceded that 
dowry and marriage expenses 
were still lesser among the jats 
compared to some other castes, 
but at the same time they made 
it clear that dowries were being 
given and taken among the jats 
as well and they themselves 
won't be able to resist this at the 
time of their marriage of their 
parents insisted on taking 
dowries. 

Democratic Youth Organisa- 
tion Is a left oriented youth 
organisation active In this 
region. Its activists having been 
moving around a lot In these 
villages In connection with their 
organisation work. When 1 met 
them In a group meeting all of 
them agreed that the reform 
effort has falls In Its real alms 
and now survives only at a level 
of hypocrisy tor Instance giving 
cash presents In a disguised 
form without calling It the 
traditional dowry. One of them 
Fateh Singh mentioned an 
Incident where a Rajput leader 
who made a pretence of 
spreading this movement 
among the Rajputs talked about 
such things at the time of his 
daughters' weddings but at the 
time of this son's wedding 
accepted a car In dowry. “Some 
sanctions at the level of caste 
panchayat may have been 
Imposed, but without more 
baste change In people's 
outlook rsgarding accumula- 
tion of private property, these 
changes were only skin-deep 
and did not survive for long”. 

Master Deep Chand of 
Alawalpur village while 
speaking about the loss of 
gradual erosion of the 



sanctions, mentions the recent 
deaths of several respected 
elders whose authority was 
widely respected and who had 
taken a very keen interest in this 
effort Chaudhry Digambar 
Singh of Saundh village, 
Chaudhri Ghasita Singh o' 
Janauli village and Chaudhri 
Khazan Singh of Alawalpur 
village. 

Inherent Weaknesses 

H owever, this cannot be a 
conclusive factor as a 
strong movement should 
not remain dependent for all 
future time on the work of a few 
elders however big their 
contribution may have been in 
giving the movement its initial 
strength. Ratter the gradual 
erosion of these social 
sanctions need to be traced to 
some inherent weaknesses or 
limitations of this effort. If the 
lavish expenditure on dowries 
and marriage ceremonies has 
been taking an increasingly 
ugly form, then this has to be 
traced to some deeper socio- 
economic factors. For instance 
the craze for more and more 
consumer goods encouraged 
by the mass madia, advertising, 
favourable industrial and 
import policy etc. and the 
strictly limited economic 
capacity to actually acquire and 
enjoy these consumer goods 
can lead to a greed to acquire 
these goods through 
corruption, dowry or whatever 
option is available. Other 
reasons for the social or 
cultural changes which have 
made it possible, despite 
increasing education, to make 
ever-increasing demands of 
dowry with hardly any sense of 


shame or dignity, may be given. 
For our purpose it is not 
important hereto precisely 
define these socio-economic 
changes. 

Suffice it to say that without 
calling into question the wider 
process of socio-economic 
change which creates or 
accentuate social evils like the 
dowry system, it may not be 
possible to successfully uproot 
these social evils. Being the 
ugliest manifestations of the 
wider process of social- 
economic change, it is easy to 
criticise and find fault with such 
social evils and we all see how 
widely the dowry system is 
criticised. Yet we also see how 
widely it prevails and continues 
to get worse, so there must be 
some deeper linkages of such a 
social evil with the wider 
process of socio-economic 
change which enable it to 
flourish despite being criticised 
and abused to much. Probably 
the greed, the selfishness, 
absence of shamelessness that 
are exhibited at their worst in 
dowry system are fostered in so 
many different ways in the 
wider process of socio- 
economic change that even if 
something is done to fight just 
the dowry system today, the 
same despisable traits will 
manifest themselves in some 
other way. So social reform 
efforts to be successful in the 
true sense cannot remain acts 
of isolation but have to take a 
broader perspective calling into 
question the wider factors 
which create or accentuate 
specific problems such as the 
dowry system, (concluded) 

(N.F.S. INDIA) 
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Every year social 
workers from several 
countries^ including 
India, work tor a few 
weeks in American 
welfare institutions in a 
unique project 

designed to share 
experiences, so that the 
handicapped and others 
in need may be better 
looked after. 


T he smiling faces in the 
picture above share the 
usual anonymity of those 
in large group photographs. 
They belong to the 175 
professional social workers, 
youth workers and teachers of 
handicapped children from 73, 
countries who took part in the 
1986 Council of International 
Programs (CIP) and who are 
being photographed against 
the backdrop of the United 
Nations’ lobby in New York — as 
similar groups have been 
photographed foi* the past 30 
years. 

As our eyes pan the group, 
what we get is an impression 
not so much of individuals, but 
of people, united for a moment 
in time by the click of the 
camera shutter. We zoom in 
closer and see that they are, for 
the most part, high-spirited 
young people and that each is 
an individual different from the 
others. Our glance roves from 
figure to figure, taking in the 
varied national dresses and the 
subtle shadings of the human 
complexion that range from 
blond to black. ..Then we go 
back again to the long shot. The 
exercise provides a kind of 
optical illusion, where the 
crowd magically changes into 
individuals and back again as 
our eyes change focus. And 
there in the front row (left) is a 
san-ciad figure that students 
and staff at Springdales School 
in New Delhi would instantly 
recognize as Uma Agarwal, the 
head of their social work 
department All at once we are 
on individual human terms. 

The CIP experience has been 
called a Peace Corps In reverse, 
a miniworld, a look Into the 
future. 'It is all of these,” 
Agarwal says, and most of the 
other 250 Indian social workers 
who have taken part In the CIP 
since 1960, the first year of 
Indias inclusion In the 
program, would agree. They, 
along with their counterparts 
from dozens of other countries 
all-over the world, have given of 
their time and expertise, 
without pay, to human service 
organizations In the United 
States while at the same time 
receiving the benefit of a variety 
of educational programs and of 
living with Americans who 
volunteer to welcome 

participants into their homes as 
family members. A valuable 
spin-off is the chance the 
experience provides to meet 
people from a number of 
countries with similar 

professional backgrounds and 
common enthusiasms 

In India 

O n their return to India, 
these professionals 
have become leaders in 
the top schools of social work, 
they have staffed rural social 


service centers and served as 
executives in organizations like 
the YMCA and YMCA. Some are 
working in units such as the 
Child Marriage Prevention 
Centre in Ahmedabad, in 
departments of extension in 
agriculture, in the psychiatric 
departments of hospitals and, 
now, many are becoming 
involved with social problems 
concerning women and the 
aged. 

Shubha Kulkarni, for 
instance, a 1985 participant in 
the CIP, carries on her work 
among the neglected children 
of prostitutes in Bombay’s 
Kamathipura district, reaching 
out to them with health and 
educational services. M. 
Natarajan of the Centre for the 
Welfare of the Aged, in Madras, 
employs highly Innovative 
means in helping the aged help 
themselves. He is currently on a 
CIP grant. 

Many of these social workers 
have observed that living and 
working in the United States as 
professionals under the CIP 
gave them added self- 
confidence and the disire to 
initiate new ways of tackling old 
problems on their return. At the 
same time their commitment to 
projects already under way has 
deepened. 

Family Living 

g^HWHhe family living 
I experience, especial- 
I ly, was fantastic," 
Agarwal; says. "I was In 
America for four months and 
stayed with four different 
families. At first I didn’t know 
how to operate some of the 
electrical gadgets.” But she 
learned quickly. She also 
discovered that the American 
way of making a stranger feel at 
home was to treat him or her 
like a member of the family, 
without any of the speciai 
pampering Indian hosts lavish 
on an outsider in their midst. 
She initially felt puzzled by this 
seemingly casual attitude, but 
finaily recognized it as the 
ultimate form of acceptance. 

Anju Chatterjee likewise 
recalls living with American 
families as a great experience. 
She heads the Crisis 
Intervention Centre atSanjivini, 
a mental health counseling 
group in New Delhi. "Before 
going to the United States in 
1984,’’ Chatterjee says, “I had 
an image of the American 
stereotype before me. But after 
living with them I found that 
they are just like us! They talk 
about the same things, have the 
same concerns. On the human 
level there are more similarities 
than differences ’’ 

For Alka Narang, who also 
went to America on a four- 
month grant in 1984, the trip 
was a learning experience both 
personally and professionally. 
"They made good use of me, ” 
she says, referring tothecounty 
Special Education Service 
Center in Cleveland, Ohio, 
where she was assigned for 
fieldwork. “Although the 
schools were closed for the 
summer, our group planned all 
the activities for the special 
education services for that 
county to be used the following 
school year. Wealso managed a 
summer school for children 
with learning disabilities.” 

Narang heads the social 
welfare department at 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, one of 
the very few schools in Delhi 


mat attempts to put mentally 
handicapped children into the 
mainstream of regular 
classrooms for at least part of 
the school day. Before her work 
experience in Cleveland, 
Narang felt uncertain about 
how she and her coleagues 
were handling the job in India 
because of the lack of facilities, 
the paucity of literature and the 
absence of an infrastructure for 
formal training methods. 

“Here we work without 
models, empirically,” she says, 
“I wondered if we were doing 
the right things." She returned 
to India reassured. “We are 
doing the same things, but 


without 

models. 

and 

we 

manage.” 

Narang 

points 

out 

that 


special-education teachers in 
the United States have lots of 
prescribed techniques and 
materials to help them deal with 
specific problems. Moreover, 
they are trained to do highly 
specialized jobs, like working 
only with children who have 
reading disabilities, or only with 
those who have trouble with 
math. In India, on the other 
hand, teachers of special 
education need to be 
multipurpose workers. This 
requires a lot of creativity and 
improvization. Besides, in the 
absence of degree courses in 
special education in India, 
teachers in this field literally 
have to learn their craft on the 
job. In fact, Narang finds that 
one of the biggest challenges in 
her work in finding experienced 
teachers. Her own job typifies 
the multipurpose nature of 
social work In a school setting. 
She has to deal with case work, 
with the counseling of students 
and parents, with special 
education for the mentally 
handicapped and with a 
program for gifted students. 

Uma Agarwal too finds her 
workload heavy and her tasks 
more varied at Springdales 
School than what she 
encountered in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, where she worked 
in the Center for Family 
Services, a counseling agency. 
“The workload there was 
tremendous,” she says, “and 
clients had to wait five or six 
weeks for an appointment. The 
atmosphere here at Spring- 
dales is not so supercharged 
and the school environment is 
different from that of the St. 
Paul counseling center. I use 
the teachers and the senior | 
students a lot,” she says. 

With the help of her students 
she is currently engaged in 14 
projects going on in the 
community— in blind schools, 
hospitals and in the slums. 
Agarwal also does career 
counseling and is involved with 
the problems of employee 
welfare, fund-raising, a creche 
for teachers’ children, and even 
with arranging blood 
donations. if necessary. 
Another aspect of her job is to 
make children from low-income 
families, who are on 
scholarships at Springdales, 
feel at home in a school that 
primarily has affluent children. 

In spite of the differences in' 
the work setting, Agarwal finds 
that Indian and American 
children confront virtually the 
same types of problems. But the 
approach to solving them is 
different." In India, it’s more 
family-oriented,” she explains. 
“In the United States problems 
are dealt with in a very 



^^Caring 


individual, child-based 
procedure.” 

Anju Chatterjee went from 
her job at Sanjivini to work in a 
mental health clinic near 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. "It was 
a good experience for me,” she 
says. "It was the first time I 
worked away from my own 
organization.” 

In Delhi, the Crisis 
Intervention Centre that she 
neads basically offers 
befriending and supportive 
services to people who are 
caught up in desperate 
interpersonal situations and 
have tried various avenues of 
help without success. “In India, 
people tend to hold on to their 
problems longer than they do in 
the United States and try to 
resolve their difficulties within 
the family instead of seeking 
help from outsiders," she says. 
However, the problems 
themselves do not differ much 
from country to country. "I was 
able to adapt very well to 
conditions where I worked in 
the United States because of 
my experience at Sanjivini. I 
was actively involved, like all 
the other therapists, from Day 
One,” she says. 

Chatterjee, who describes 
herself as always having been 
by nature a "caretaker,” finds it 
extremely rewarding to help 
people become more aware of 
themselves and their potential. 
“Just listening to others puts 
me in touch with different 


undiscovered areas of myself. 
By being allowed to help others. 
I'm helping myself” 

Uma Agarwal, who became 
interested in social work early 
and did volunteer work at 
Mother Teresa’s home for 
orphaned children in Delhi 
whiie still in school, puts it 
another way, “I feel needed. 
There is a lot of personal 
satisfaction In that.” 

The Links 

L ong after their return 
home to India, the link 
between friends and 
professional associates forged 
during the CIP experience 
continues to grow. For some, 
like Anju Chatterjee, it has led 
to a subsequent longer visit to 
the United States for 
specialized training. “Going as 
a CIP grantee gave me the 
confidence to try it on my own 
next time, and in 1986 I simply 
applied for a year-long training 
course in Minnesota and was 
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Looking ahead, Gandevia says 
the organization anticipates 
setting up an interstate 
program for social workers 
from all over India so that they 
can get together to exchange 
ideas on strategies, evaluation 
techniques and methodologies. 

Gandevia, who is currentiy a 
lecturer in medical and 
psychiatric social work at the 
Tata Institute of Sociai 
Sciences in Bombay, says that 
when she went to the United 
States under the CIP in 1978, "I 
was working as a psychiatric 
social worker with a voluntary 
organization. Subsequently I 
took up my present assignment. 

I attribute this change from the 
field to academics mainly to the 
thirst for knowledge I 
sharpened when I was in the 
CIP program." She is currently 
working on her PhD 
The CIP began In 1956 as the 
fulfillment of a dream of Henry 
B. Ollendorff. He had arrived In 
the United States In 1936, a 
refugee from Hitler's Gennany, 
and was determined to work for 
a world free of hatred and 
intolerance. He conceived of 
the unique Idea of bringing 
together professionals in the 
human-service fields from all 
over the world In purposeful 
relationships. 

Today the CIP is a private, 
nonprofit organization that 
offers a four-or 12 month 
program each year, supported 
by funds from the United States 
and foreign governments, by 
American families who 
volunteer their hospitality, by 
university affiliates and a 
variety of other American 
private-sector organizations. It 
is administered in India by U.S. 
Educational Foundation for 
India (USEFI). 

Over the years the basic goals 
first articulated by Ollendorff 
have remained unchanged: To 
increase professional know- 
ledge, to provide a realistic and 
positive Image of American life 
and to promote world peace 
through personal contact 
r.mong participants and with 
Americans. 

Uma Agarwal articulates the 
goals achieved on the 
individual level: "I keep up my 
friendships through letters with 
people I worked with and lived 
with in the United States. Aside 
from agency worx and family 
living, being part of an 
international aroup was a 
fantastic lear,iing experience. 
There were 21 of us from 15 
countries in Minnesota. The 
problems they handle 
professionally are so similar to 
ours. Only the social 
environment is different. It was 
a miniworld.’’ 

Summing up, Agarwal says 
that seeing what is happening 
in the West, one can get a 
glimpse of what will happen in 
india and other countries of the 
third World in a few years. 
“Trends already under way 
there are beginning to be seen 
here. It was like looking into the 
future.” 

(Reprinted with Permission 
from SPAN) 

About the Author Jacquelin 
Singh, a frequent contributor to 
SPAN, is a Delhi-based free- 
lance writer. She has written 
several educational books and 
one novel lor children. 

Anju Chatterjee, head of the 
Crisis Intervention Centre at 
Sanjivini, Delhi counsels a 
visitor. 


Poor in search of Justice 

^N. L. Madan 


I n a welfare society like India, 
the dispensing of justice to 
all sections of people qually 
is a 'service function' to be 
discharged by an organisation 
specially meant and designated 
for this purpose by the 
constitution viz. the judiciary, it 
is the primary function of Indian 
state. Article 39A of the 
constitution says, "The state 
shall ensure that the operation 
of the iegal system promotes 
justice on a basis of equal 
opportunity, and shall, in 
particuiar, provide for free 
legal aid, by suitable legislation 
or schemes or in any other way, 
to ensure that the opportunities 
for securing justice are not 
denied to any citizen by reason 
of economic or other 
disabilities”. According to this 
principle as given in Directive 
Principles of State Policy, the 
state is required to adopt and 
renew the legal system to 
promote justice (a) by 
providing equai opportunity to 
the parties of litigation and (b) 
by providing free legal aid to the 
poor. 

Bhagwati Committee 

I n order to impiement this 
constitutional mandate the 
Government of India set up 
a Committee under the 
chairmanship of former chief 
justice of India P N Bhagwati in 
1980 for implementing the legal 
aid schemes. This committee 
was set up to formulate and 
implement a comprehensive 
and dynamic legal aid 
programme in the country and 
to supervise and monitor 
schemes of legal aid and advice 
in the States and Union 
Territories with a view to 
ensuring their effective 
functioning as the means of 
securing social justice among 
the weaker sections of the 
society. 

The Committee after lengthy 
and detailed deliberations 
recommended four-tier 
organisational set-up, viz 
Committee for implementing 
Legal Aid Schemes at the 
national level. State Legal Aid 
and Advice Board at the state 
level, District Legal Aid 
Committee at the district level 
and Sub-divisional or Tehsil 
Legal Aid Committee at the 
Tehsil or Taluk Level. 
Committee at the national level 
and Boards at the state level 
have been set up in some of the 
states, but the details of their 
modus operandl and their 
involvement in the scheme of 
legal justice is not known. 

The impact of these 
committees on the delivery of 
judicial justice has not been 
analysed, but the State Legal 
Aid Board and committees are 
generally manned by persons 
appointed by the government. 
Political affiliation rather than 
commitment to the cause and 
efficiency, ideology is the 
criteria for appointment. Few 
socially and committed lawyers 
volunteer to render services 
through, these committees. 
Many junior advocates join the 
panel of Legal Aid Advocates 
and generally people have not 
reposed confidence in their 
efficiency. For fear of losing the 


case, they prefer to engage 
lawyers in whom they have 
some confidence. Most of the 
legal aid lawyers belong to the 
upper strata of society, hence 
they function simply as 
upholding the present legal 
system and not changing law 
and society. The centres of 
legal assistance have been set 
up in urban areas, which are 
beyond the reach of rural 
population. The result is that 
the whole scheme of providing 
free and competent legal 
service to the poor has proved 
to be insufficient under the 
pressure of inbuilt contradic- 
tions 

Reality 

Consequently justice In India 
has been a remote reality for the 
mass of Illiterate, underprivile- 
ged and exploited persons 
In, the country, most of them 
being unaware of the laws and 
their legal rights. Bonded 
labourers, tortured persons, 
undertrelals, contract labourers 
and a host of other can get no 
justice since none could take up 
their cases for lack of ‘locus 
standi' 

Supreme Court within its 
limitations came to the rescue 
of such persons by giving a new 
interpreation to 'locus standi' 
by stating that all citizens 
should have a right to enjoy life 
and liberty guaranteed to them 
by the constitution. Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) is the 
new type of litigation initiated 
by the Supreme Court to enable 
the poor and the vulnerable 
sections of society to approach 
the High Courts and the 
Supreme Court to enforce their 
fundamental rights. IntheAsiad 
Workers' Case (1982) Justice 
Bhagwati said, “Public Interest 
Litigation is essentially a 
cooperative effort on the part of 
the petitioner, the public 
authority and the court to 
secure the observance of the 
constitution and legai rights 
and privileges centered upon 
the vulnerable sections of the 
community and to reach social 
justice to them". 

Under this principle petitions 
can be filed in their Supreme 
Court under article 32 or in the 
High Courts under article 226 of 
the Constitution by public 
spirited persons, lawyers, 
social workers, journalists and 
voluntary organisations on 
behalf of the poor or members 
of the weaker sections of 
society. Number of cases like 
Bihar Undertrials Case, 
Bombay Pavement Dwellers 
Case, The Naxallte Prisoners 
Case, The Blinding of 



Undertrial Prisoners in 
3hagalpur Jail Case and 
Bandhua Muktl Morcha have 
been decided by the Supreme 
Court under Public Interest 
Litigation. 

The Irony of these cases has 
been that the State supposed to 
be the defender of fundamental 
rights has been the violator of 
these rights and people had to 
knock at the doors of the courts 
to gel justice, which should 
have flowed to them as a matter 
of fundamental right. 

Article 14, 19, 21, 22 have 
been the subject matter of this 
typie of petitions. The highest 
court of the land has emerged 
as the champion of the have- 
nots. The court has used its 
power of intervention to 
alleviate the miseries of poor 
people because of repression, 
government iawlessness, 
administrative negligence, 
social indifference and torture 
by the official and non-official 
agencies or individuals. By 
introducing this new mode of 
iitigation for the delivery of 
justice, the Supreme Court has 
demonstrated a non-violent 
means to prevent the 
exploitation of the poor and to 
promote social justice. 

No Panacea 

I n spite of this innovation 
being hailed as revolution in 
our system of delivery of 
justice, it is no panacea for all 
the ills circumscribing the 
judicial system in thecountry. It 
is still under experimental 
phase and has not been fully 
appreciated by all sections of 
society. It has remained 
confined to the highest court of 
the country which under the 
pressure of its routine cases 
finds itself handicapped in 
coming to the rescue of poor 
people. Moreover it has no 
administrative machinery to 
implement its own decisions. In 
addition o these difficulties, 
the cc irt has partially 
abandon d the power of 
constitu onal remedies after 
decisior in P N Kumar case 
(1987). This innovation being 
within the existing legal system, 
becomes helpless, because the 
basic postures continue to be 
elite-oriented and witness- 
based The legal system serves 
ti’.e rich, the privileged am a 
vast population of the counry 
continues its endless search tor 
achieving justice, the goal of 
socio-economic equality set so 
near by the constitution makers 
but so distant to achieve 
Justice still eludes the poor In 
India. 
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A Fresh Whiff 

Jag jeet 


M any years, perhaps two 
over ten, have passed 
since I last wrote you 
about the ways of our village 
That village, at that time, 
seemed to have stood steady 
for centuries by the side of that 
old pond whose margins looked 
so firm and yet were easily 
eroded by rains. The edges of 
this pond did crumble 
somewhat, and yet the grass 
blades shooting out of them, 
and the wild purple flowers 
growing there, would hold the 
soil and prevent any further 
wearing away. 

Those were the days when 
the new varieties of seeds and 
fertilizers had just begun to be 
popular; and only the Sirdar 
owned a tractor. In those times 
the loss of a bullock meant the 
end of aH ploughing for a small 
farmer The farm would be 
mortgaged to arrange a 
daughter's marriage. I did write 
to you then about Gurdita who 
had mortgaged half of his two 
and a quarter acres of land at 
the time of his daughter’s 
marhage, and thereafter he just 
left doing any more work in the 
fields. Till date he has neither 
been able to redeem his land 
nor resume ploughing. Any 
way, these stories belong to the 
bygone days. It is very different 
now, and yet not so very 
different if you just look at it all. 
Almost everyone has a tractor. 
The agricultural land is now, 
however. mortgaged with 
baiiks lather than with moeny- 
lenders or big landlords. Every 
household is heavily indebted 
to societies. It must be a rare 
brave one who may have 
escaped being thus enmeshed. 
It is a sight to see the ‘jats’ jump 
over the back walls of their 
houses and run helter in the 
bylanes on the day society- 
officials visit the village. They 
may be at daggers drawn with 
one another otherwise, but they 
just become one in the face of 
this calamity on this day. When 
we were children we used to 
rush to our fields beating tins 
warning one and all that locusts 
were swarming over Mulanpur. 
And now it is exactly in the 
same way that the word goes 
around that the societymen 
have reached the gurudwara. 
And by my faith I speak the truth 
when I say that on such days 
most of the farmers can be 
found hiding in the long grass 
growing by the side of the 
railway track While the rest of 
them seek refuge at their 
respective tubewells. 

Well, we hardly cultivate 
cotton-crop now. It is also 
almost impossible to find a 
maize cock m the village. 
Nobody sows it, and if, by 
mistake, one does, it is so 
difficult to ward off crows and 
sparrows People seem to have 
forgotten chewing sugarcanes, 
or taking its fresh juice, of 
eating warm jaggery with some 
groundnuts It fact, it iseasierto 
get sugarcane juice in the cities 
now. though it is like sugar 
mixed muddy pond water, with 
flies floating in it. Paddy is now 
popular with all A Pakistani just 
could not believe it when he was 


told that paddy was being 
cultivated amony the sandy arid 
wastes of Ludhiana now. Our 
hard working ‘jats’ have 
brought water to these lands 
which are now fully covered 
with paddy, while in former 
times even wild bush did not 
grow there. You know fully well 
how determined and sweating 
these people are when at work. 
If they were allowed to do so 
they would bring the whole of 
U P. under cultivation. It is so 
difficult to find sand even to 
spread in the cow-sheds now. 

Not that sand is really 
needed. The oxen-pulled 
plough-share is in disuse. The, 
American calf is there only to 
carry fodder, or, may be, the 
butchers retain some to pull 
their carts. And, it is only the 
circus groups of our village who 
maintain a camel now, and that 
too in no fine shape either. The 
children will soon wonder to 
look at it in zoos and consider it 
a ferocious animal like a lion. 
One no more hears the gentle 
music of tinkling bells tied 
round the necks of bullocks 
which used to welcome early 
dawn every morning in the days 
of yore. We do not any more, 
hear the clanging of the pe<’sian 
wheel, nor the crack of its 
stopper at the still of night. It is 
electrically operated motors 
that produce their big hum and 
convert dark nights into those 
of Diwali now. And, yet the 
general condition of the jat- 
farmer has become worse than 
it was ever before. In our village 
almost ’all the seventy-four 
farmer households have lost 
their lands; but their obstinate 
arrogance knows no change. 
Their sons are now doing watch 
and ward duties holding rifles at 
the gates of banks or shellers 
Those who had learnt to read 
and write became school 


moments. Many of them now 
work on the sky as day labourers 
in the neighbouring villages. 
Those who have retained a 
couple of acres, plough the 
same with rented tractors and 
thus produce maunds of grain; 
and using the milk of their 
buffaloes they feel proud to be 
able to keep alive their 
truncated tradition of family 
honour. Yes, I had almost 
missed telling you that even 
these buffaloes are pawned with 
the dairy walls. If youjustliftthe 
veneer of this shallow pride of 
the ‘jats’ you will find they have 
nothing except their small 
brickhouses to really call their 
own. The rest of their 
belongings are all now gone 
into the papers and files of the 
banks, the societies, and the 
government. However, those 
lucky families which had better 
land right from early on, or 
whose young men, like you, 
have been able to get away to 
foreign lands, can still afford 
clean washed clothes. The rest 
of us all are in a veritable hell. 
And yet our arrogance knows 
no bounds. Our expenditures 
on marriages are now ten-fold 
more than they were ever so 
before. Just pass by toddy- 
shop in the evening and you 
find it crowded. Two hawkers 
selling snacks and fish pakoras 
there have no time to rest or 
gossip, and you have to wait 
long for your turn. 

Well, very recently these 
shops did remain dased for fear 
of the stray shooting by the 
bashers. Large wedding parties 
and the givers of huge dowries 
were also terror-stricken. And, 
from any villages the marriage 
parties were turned back 
empty-handed; but the things 
have fallen back into the same 
rut once more. Many were 


but most considered it a kind of 
oppression. And when they 
turned against even poor 
barbers and cobblers, we all 
were very unhappy, but 
condemned them only quietly. 
It is so difficult to oppose these 
bashers openly. They are the 
rulers specially after dusk. It is 
as common today to silence a 
human being as eliminating a 
stray dog or a wild cat. Entire 
families are getting butchered 
at their hands. If a small child 
accidently escapes the doom, it 
is only having sneaked under a 
cot, as it happens in films. T ruly 
speaking no one know who 
encourages who to do these evil 
deeds. All those without long 
hair get pulled out of buses and 
made to line up to receive a 
bullet in turn. Nobody dares 
challenge them nor do they 
listen to anyone’s bewailing. 
They manage weapons which 
are of far superior calibre than 
what our armyboys possess. 
What their source for these is, 
remains a great mystery. Some 
say that Pakistan provides them 
with these arms while others 
blame the countries you live in 
for all this mischief. And some 
even hold our own bastard 
government responsible for all 
this mess. It is all a rat race for 
power, and for votes. Those 
who are in this race have no 
compunctions while getting 
human being killed, in their 
efforts to gain power. For this 
they are ever ready to even get 
themselves buggered. The 
leaders of this land deserve to 
be thrown into a well or burnt 
alive. Two years of ministership 
enables them to amass wealth 
to last generations. No sooner 
you become a minister than an 
imposing house comes up in 
the city looking more like a fort. 
They say the Tapewallah 
minister already has a mansion 
bigger than the Bhatinda- 
Barnala fort. Let all of them be 
thrown upon the railway track 
and a goods-train run over 
them. 

When we read every 
morning that the Dasmesh 
Regiment has owned 


deed, we begin to be afraid of 
our own land. We feel the four 
walls of a cemetory enclosing 
upon us. You are very lucky that 
you have an alien land under 
your feet. Being better 
educated you really would 
know better but to a semiliterate 
person like- me it seems 
unbelievable if the ‘Bani’ of the 
brave tenth guru really 
approves of creating regiments 
to shed the innocent blood. 

Very painfully irritating is that 
bald ‘neta’ also who is so fond of 
reading his lectures from the 
chit on the T.V. His round, 
innocent face was welcome to 
begin with. But now one wishes 
to throw a brick and break the 
T.V. screen. We have none but 
ourselves to blame for electing 
such persons. What can we 
expect from such people for the 
good of the country when they 
can not speak even four..words 
without looking at chits. Men 
are being butchered in his own 
country but he is more 
interested in sorting out the 
problems of the neighbours. arS 

I should not have talkt>«y ^ 
about these perverse matters. 
Recently, I spent a full month in 
the village. It is so difficult to 
find the old rhythmsof life in the 
village. The Sodhi locality and 
the seven houses of the ‘ban las' 
and ‘pandits’ are all deserted. 

They have all left the village. 

How can we expect these 
naturally timid people to muster 
confidence especially when the 
big leaders who despite their 
circle of armed guards are 
found wetting their undergar- 
ments at mere thought of the 
unnamed ones. An erstwhile 
minister who was a big terror 
over a tract of fifty miles near 
the border, being a great ruffian 
and smuggler, was whotdead is 
broad day-light right in his won 
fields. The minister frorr 
Dhilwan, who had retired - 

such a high post, has migratll)^ 
away from Punjab. He is said to 
be building a house some 
where in the south. Nobody 
feels sad at the departure of 
such persons but we do feel 
terribly upset when any 
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knocked out. 

The day ‘bania’ family left the 
village, nobody cooked or ate. 
And when Sham of Babu Ram 
was killed nobody lit any fire in 
any hearth. We ‘jats'donot know 
much about the 'bani', but this 
‘pandit’ had learnt the whole of 
‘granth sahib' by heart. He 
recited the ‘bani’ so clearly and 
so melodiously that his voice 
came like honey to our ears. He 
always began every new job 
after the recitation of ‘Guru 
Granth Sahib’. But the bastard 
gods did notapareeven him. He 
was really bedevilled & 
blighted. His two elder sons, 
Ruidu and Ram, had both 
become Sikhs and they lived in 
Delhi. He himself never touched 
a hari on his body all his life. 
During the Delhi massacre one 
of his sons was killed and the 
other reduced to a state of living 
death. How else do you think a 
man can live whose grown-up 
daughter has been beasted 
right before his eyes, and 
whose whole family has been 
burnt-alive after being soaked 
ith kerosene oil? He has 
most lost his mind. He has 
gained some balance after 
treatment at Amritsar but his 
looks still remain vacant and 
wild. And, now the third son, 
who did not keep long-hair, is 
killed while on his way back 
honre from the brick kiln. Gulla 
is said to have done this evil 
deed. You do not know this 
Gulla fellow. He is a butcher 
from Fathegarh. He has been a 
petty thief. Earlier too he had 
played havoc upon threeorfour 
‘bania’ families. They say that 
he took an oath during the 
attack on Darbar Sahib that he 
would apare no Hindu in his 
area. But fie upon this pseudo- 
avenge who boasts to emulate 
Udham Singh. The attack on 
the Darbar Sahib was the idea 
^ the Delhi queen. How can 
|Ry one feel proud of such a 
^rson who is wreaking 
vengeance upon innocent 
‘banias’ and brahmins for this 
deed? 

This son of Panditji had a 
brick kiln on the road to 
Chattiwind. He was a soft- 
spoken, honest trader whose 
clients voluntarily paid their 
dues to the tune of fifty 
thousand rupees after his 
‘bhog’ (last rites) even though 
their commitments had been 
just oral. There must be many 
more like that. They say the 
speech that the comrade 
delivered at his memorial 
service, made people cry 
unabashedly. No religion 
permits the killings of innocent 
people, or the torture of the 
helpless, or the dogginess of 
women. And yet, he said, the 
largest number of killings have 
always been made in the name 
of religion. This speach almost 
turned me into an atheist. What 
is the use of these temples, 
mosques, and gurudwaras if we 
learn such beastly things there. 
But then no religion really 
teaches any of these things. 
Everyone of us has two sides- 
one, that of a beast, and the 
other, that of a human being. 
When the beast is out, murders 
seem intoxicating. 

After the death of Omi the 
village did its best to assure 
them but they just did not have 
any faith feft. The whole clan 
left their home and hearth 
altogether. I am told that in 
forty-seven also they had left 


their village thereand had come 
here just like that. One cannot 
help sobbing while passing 
through their street. It is the 
same place where we spent our 
happy childhood? Omi, Desa 
and Veer Chand, they have all 
become invisible now. Now Ram 
Lai will ever play selling things 
on scales made of matchboxes 
now. I cry to remember those 
days now. Once he beat me up 
for breaking his scales. In turn 
his father Sant Ram gave him a 
sound thrashing, and gave me 
sweets to eat. And, he was given 
meals by my mother that day. 

Please do post a letter to the 
people of Gadari Baba Kehar 
Singh Canadian. The whole of 
his family has been wiped out 
only one son, who was your 
classmate, has survived by 
providence. What a sad fate for 
the family of the Baba who 
sacrificed his joys in America to 
come back to fight for India’s 
freedom. They are said to have 
spied for the police. What a turn 
times have taken that those who 
did not spy when the British 
would have given them royal 
authority for doing so are now 
supposed to have turned done 
so! 

Well my friend, I can go on 
endlessly like this. It seems 
impossible whether these tales 
will ever conclude now. In many 
villages young boys of poor 
Hindu families have begun to 
grow their hair long because 
they are in no position to move 
out. And, towards Bombay- 
Calcutta side prosperous Sikh 
boys have shaved off because 
only might is right now. At the 
time of the king Auranga also 
people had begun to shed their 
sacred thread in this way 
because the king did not relish 
his meals till he had collected a 
maund and a quarter of these 
threads everyday! And the 
parents doday just say “Son, 
wear a turban or a cap, but do 
!et us see you !ive and enjoy 
yourse!f because our wor!d is 
bright only with your 
presence." 

Perhaps you do not know that 
the day the queen died, my aunt 
also breathed her last. I was on 
a train to attend her last rites 
when we were detained by the 
bastardly gang of yelling 
puppies. Had my Hindu 
companion not saved me, I 
would have joined my aunt by 
now. He said “Oi, this is our boy, 
he is just found of a turban". My 
long hair were shorn off right in 
their presence, and only then 
those lord of-their-own-sisters 
let me go. But I still shudder and 
turn pale to think of those Sikhs 
who were killed right in my 
sight. They would pour petrol 
and then show a lighted match, 
and then shout "Look, the 
sardar is dancing bhangra! Let 
worms swallow these mischief 
mongers. Who egged them on 
and supplied them with be that 
weapons and chemicals 
remains a guarded secretly still. 
Now when 1 go home 1 do not 
want to get out into the village 
because I feel so embarrased at 
my shaved head. People at 
home are always praying for my 
good when 1 am out and always 
insist that 1 return home before 
dusk. But what can I do, 1 have 
to earn a living after all to feed 
the fire in the pit of my stomach. 

Ganesh-pooja was celebera- 
ted by Marathas here in 
Bombay recently. Men and 
women were wild with joy. Prior 



to that were the joyous festivels 
of id abd Bakrid celebrated with 
gusto by the Muslims. From 
tommorrow the Gurjarties are 
beginning their ‘gadwa’ festival, 
to be followed by Durgapooja 
by the Bengalies. It is only we 
Punjabies who have lost our 
happy holidays and festive 
occassions. Gone is our ‘lohri’ 
and lost is our ‘ baisakhi'. The 
’gurupurabas' are celebrated 
not with even half the 
enthusiasm of the gone days 
fore. We light lamps on Diwali 
as if weare doing soatthegrave 
of the lost ones . The marriage 
ceremonies and other 
assemblies of the friends are_ 
shorn of their usual zest. While 
waiting for buses or for ration 
we have to turn a deaf ear to 
many an insulting jibe hurled at 
us. The shit spattered statement 
are made on us, as rocks are 
thrown at dogs. “These are the 
seekhs who killed our qui.?nji." 
This is followed by slogans as 
“protect the nation even with 
blood; this is what our queen 
said." Such is the state of 
selfdoubt welling up within us 
sometimes I really feel very 


angry and want to ask these 
bastards asto what have they to 
feel proud of because they cut 
to pieces their own Bapu. And 
now they claim themselves to 
be the great saviours of this 
country. 

They say that dawn comes 
after every night. Dawn that 
comes to my land these days is 
gloomier than the gloomy 
nights. The morning headlines 
give us no news of any sun 
rising from Delhi. We are ever 
yearning for a whiff of fresh air 
from Punjab. Do write whether 
you also yearn for the same. 


Translated by B.S. 
Rattan From the 
original Punjabi version 
read by the author at a 
session of short stories 
organized by Punjabi 
Academy Delhi, at 
Triveni, New Delhi on 
29 - 12 - 1987 ) 


Shiv Kumar 
Bataivi : A 
Maestro Poet 


Shiv Kumar Bataivi had the 
rere poetry gift that enabled him 
to cast a spell through words 
very much like a maestro 
weaving his design in music 
with notes. Metaphorically 
speaking he handled words as a 
potter does the clay. The 
intense emotions of the poet are 
so embodied in the words he 
chooses that the meaning 
almost enacts itself. Language 
is so malleable at the hands of 
Shiv Kumar that is entirely at 
one with the deep passion he 
seeks to communicate. 

This youthful poet of Punjabi 
who died at the prime of his life, 
sang his sweetest songs that tell 
of saddest thoughts. The agbny 
of love, the pangs of separation, 
death, and graves are often 
invoked in his poetry. He 
implores a batheyaran (the 
baker of corn in the rural 
Punjab) to : 

Bake well my com of agony 
I will recompense thee with my 

tears 

Bake well my pains like the corn 

Shiv often seeks positive 
value even in the most negative 
of situations: 

Let me touch the barren clay of 
the graves 

On my forehead my dear 
This clay Is sweet-scented 
today 

Like true Punjabis he was not 
afraid to die. Getting ready to 
embrace death, he says. 

Tommorrow when my song and 
myself are nor more 
We will be looked for In the 
grave by those gom to bear the 
pangs of separation. 

And they all will sing in the 
same strain and say. Rarely, 
rarely do people cultivate 
sorrow so intensly. 

A very important aspect of 


S.S. Uppal 

Shiv’s style and his mastery 
over words is the presence of 
living speechhythms in his 
poetry. Shiv did not just write 
poetry, it is sung and performed 
by him. His poetry has a strong 
auditory appeal which imparts 
an immediacy of effect 
establishing a direct com- 
munion with its readers. The 
very sounds and rhythms of 
Shiv’s words communicate the 
warmth of his passion. 

Oh mother dear 
An eagle Is my friend 
He ate not what I gave him 
Except the throbbing flesh of 
my heart 

And there often he took a long 

flight 

And never came back home 
again. 

I bless him nevertheless. 

Many of Shiv’s poems have a 
dramatic quality. The irony in-* 
built in these poems easily 
arrests attention. 

Where were you. 

When every limb of my body 
Bloossomed to Its full? 

Where were you 

When my whole being was 

drenched in sweetest of scents. 

When in every breath 
Where were you, 

I breathed the joys of spring 
Oh my dear. 

What a time you have chosen to 
visit me 

When my garden is already 
withering away. 

There is powerful irony in tne 
speech of Salwan who pretends 
to a humanitarian idea! while, 
infact. his only aim is 
satisfaction of his lust His 
words, that there is a revolt 
always simmering in the world 
and that it is wrong to hate 
human beings because of 
religious difference, are a 


hypocrisy of the worst kind and 
are meant to hoodwing his real 
intentions. The reader, 
however, is not deiuded 
because of the irony of 
situation, created by Shiv in the 
context in which this speech 
occurs. 

Language is compietely at 
the service of Shiv when he 
advocates the cause of woman 
who has been a victim of 
oppression in our society. 
Loona is more sinned against 
than sinning. In Shiv’s poetry 
she is transformed from a she 
villian to a heroine. 

Shiv handled words and 
created beauty out of their 
careful patterning iike a 
sculptor who creates a beautiful 
figure out of a rough rock. The 
third eye of Shiv as an artist 
revealed to him that which is 
hidden to the common sight. 
This also enables him to offer 
fresh moral perspectives which 
have the power to change our 
social outlook. 

In the tradition of Varis Shah 
the poetry of Shiv sparkles with 
its folk appeal. It is easily 
remembered and off repeated, 
and sung, by one and all. Shiv is 
no more with us but his poetry 
will never lose its living force. 

(Translated from Panjabi by 
B.S. Rattan) 
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Bihar-Diara 


Endless Violence Over Land Disputes 


m the wake of the 
cruel episode of 
Bhagalpur blindings 
public attention had 
been drawn for some 
time to the problems of 
the diara region of 
Bihar ( the area around 
the river Ganga and its 
tributaries) and the 
violence to which these 
lead. Mukul, a journalist 
who has travelled 
extensively in this area 
several times, writes 
here about two 
important problems of 
the area-the problems 
of land disputes and 
land erosion-in this two 
part article. 

Mukul 


T he diara region of Bihar— 
the area around the 
Ganga river and its 
tributaries— is an area of 
numerous land conflicts and 
land struggles. Illegal occupa- 
tions of land, eviction of share- 
croppers, arbitrary changes 
in land records— all these are 
frequent causes of disputes. In 
addition hundred of new 
disputes arise every year due to 
the change in the flow of rivers. 
Inaction in resolving these 
disputes and implementing 
proper land reforms leads to the 
continuation of disputes and 
the related litigation and 
violence. 

Old zamindars and landlords 
continue to retain huge land 
holdings in the diara region. 
They lease out most of their 
land on sharecropping basis, 
claiming a half or even greater 
share of the crop produced on 
this land. They keep changing 
their sharecroppers once every 
few years. Eviction of share- 
croppers is the leading cause of 
land-related disputes in the 
entire diara area, leading to 
many instances of loot, 
litigation and violence. All 
share-cropping arrangements 
being oral there are no written 
documents— and share-crop- 
pers seldam get legal 
protection. Due to the change 
of sharecroppers there are also 
needless disputes between old 
sharecroppers and those 
replacing them. 

New Land 

T he new land that becomes 
available forcultivation as 
the river changes its flow 
is also a big cause of land 
disputes. Those who have the 
power to do so occupy this 
land. There is stiff completion 
among various individuals or 
groups to occupy this land. This 
ownership of this land remains 
controversial for several years 
as the contradictions between 
the poor peasants and the big 
landowners on the one hand 
and the mutual conflicts within 


the later class come into play. 
Finally the dispute is generally 
settled not by legal meahs but 
by violence. 

Several criminal gangs have 
become closely Involved In 
several land disputes. The diara 
has several criminal gangs— big 
and amall. Big landowners and 
criminals gang up together to 
occupy land and get It 
cultivated, in several diara 
areas criminal gangs on their 
own have occupied hundred of 
acres of both old and new 
land (I.e. land newly released 
for cultivation by change in 
river flow) and leased it for 
cultivation on share-cropping 
basis. In several diara areas all 
farmers— big or small— In order 
to be able to cultivate their land 
have to pay a ‘tangdaarT tax— In 
cash or In kind— to criminal 
gangs. 

Every year in the flood 
affected diara areas the existing 
land boundries are destroyed. 
In the demarcation of new 
boundries the powerful persons 
manage to have their say and 
the land of poor farmers is lost. 
This leads to new land disputes. 
Even several poor farmers try to 
gain some land at the expense 
of each other— such disputes 
may drag on for a long time 
leading to loss on both sides. 
Neglect of proper survey work 
and confirmation of earlier 
records lead to a large number 
of avoidable land disputes. 

An additional source of 
conflict is the government land 
and the community use land. 
Big landowners and criminal 
gangs have occupied' a 
significant part of this land also, 
leading sometimes to a conflict 
with the weaker sections of the 
village and sometimes with the 
local administration. 

Land Disputes 

W ith the growth of land 
disputes, during the 
past decade several 
land-struggles have been 
taking place in Bhagalpur, 
Katihar and Purnia districts. On 
the one hand generally are the 
big landowners, criminal gangs 
and the local administration 
and on the other hand are the 
sharecroppers, small farmers, 
farm workers. The diara region 
of Kahalgaon block in 
Bhagalpur district has been in 
news for several years due to 
such land-struggles. In 
Nandgola village in 1971 there 
was a struggle against the 
occupation of government land 
by big landowners. Here a 
flood-water pond containing 
fish (margang) had been 
formed on 100 bighas of land. 
This margang had been 
captured by big landowners. 
The villagers of Nandgola, Rani 
diara and Ikchari diara opposed 
this illegal occupation after 
which this land was distributed 
among the ordinary people. 
This movement was led by the 
local unit of Communist party 
of India. 

In Nandgola village since 
1976 a struggle of sharcropping 
rights has continued against 
the biggest landlord of this 
village Sahu Parvata. Nearly 30 


sharecroppears had been 
working on nearly 40 bighas of 
his land for nearly a decade. 
They were evicted in 1976 and 
went to court against this 
action. To loot the crop of the 
disputed land the armed men of 
the landlord attacked the 
sharecroppers. In this attack 
seven or eight sharecroppears 
were injured while a CPM 
activist Thakur Paswan was 
killed. The landlord filed a case 
against the sharecroppers for 
illegal occupation and loot. In 
October 1982 when the police 
came to arrest the 
sharecroppers, there was a 
clash between the two. Village 
women surrounded the police. 
The police opened fire injuring 
several men and women but 
could not arrest anyone. The 
police implicated 22 people in a 
legal case. Sharecroppers have 
not left the land but the cases 
against them by the landlords 
and the police are continuing. 
All over the diyarat the landlords 
resort to the trick of selling the 
disputed land (or a part of it) at 
cheap rates which divides the 
ordinary people, they start 
fighting each other and the 
movement breaks down. Here 
in Nandgola also the landowner 
has tried this trick. 

Strike 

I n Nandgola village farm 
workers also went on a 3-day 
strike to press for the 
implementation of minimum 
wage laws. In Navada village of 
this same diara there is a 
struggle to get vacated the 
illegal occupation on several 
acres of railways land when 
villagers saw a big landowner 
Dubey growing crops on this 
land they said why shouldn’tthe 
villagers as a whole benefit from 
this land and the earnings be 
used for development work in 
the village. The landlord tried to 
loot the villagers’ crop on this 
land which they resisted. 

Several land struggles have 
also taken place In Rani diara of 
Kahalgaon block. In 1971 the 
changing flow of Ganga made 
available 400 bighas of land 
(between Gobaratl and 
Khwaspur) for cultivation. This 
land was located In Rani diara 
Panchayat. After sllt-depositlon 
and the land becoming suitable 
for cultivation the villagers 
divided the land. There was no 
dispute and on the basis of how 
much of this land was originally 
owned by various families, this 
land was divided. But the big 
landowners of Peer PaintI 
opposed this peaceful 
distribution of land and with the 
help of criminal gangs 
occupied this entire land. 

When the villagers offered 
organised protest to this the 
landlords with the help of police 
implicated the villagers in false 
cases and got 60 of them 
arrested. The landlords offered 
to sell the land to the villagers at 
a relatively cheap rate. Villagers 
opposed this and started a 
movement for vacating this 
illegal occupation. 

Sharecroppind 

A nother land struggle of 
Rani diara reiates to 
the sharecropping rights 


on the land (about 60 acres) of 
Seth Mohanlal Banwari Lai and 
Bishu Lai. Seth Mohan Lai’s 
family is a . prosperous 
merchant family of Kahalgaon. 
58 sharecroppers had been 
working on his 60 acre land for 
nearly 12 years. They were 
evicted. In 1987 they want to 
court for their land rights. The 
landlords filed complaint 
against them to implicate 82 of 
them under section 107, Police 
was called into the village. The 
villagers took out a procession 
under the leadership of the 
Kisan Sabha and raised 
demands of taking back the 
case and ending police 
interference. 

In Rani diara last year there 
was a movemant to increase the 
wheat harvest payment to 
workers. In the course of the 
movement its leaders Faujdari 
Paswan, Kailash and Surendra 
were beaten up Landlords tried 
for forcible harvesting under 
police protection. Several 
workers were arrested. 

Movements for sharecrop- 
ping rights have also emerged 
in other villages of Bhagalpur 
district like Dudhila, Amiya, 
Parbatta, Lodipur, Gopalpur 
and Kajikoraiya 

In Katihar district in diara 
region Kursela Gtate has 
thousands of acres of land. The 
owner of Kursela state is a 
minister of Bihar, Dinesh Singh. 
After land ceiling laws were 
enacted thousands of acres of 
his land was declared surplus 
but the government has not yet 


been able to take over this land. 
In Bateshpur diara a movement 
has continued since the early 
seventies for sharecropping 
rights on Kursela state land. A 
CMP activist Gopi Thakur has 
been killed in this movement. 

In Gobarahi diara and 
Bakharpur diara harijans are 
fighting for gaining actual 
ownership of land given under 
Bhoodan and 20-point 
programme. 

In roopoli and Sohradiarasof 
Purnea district a struggle has 
been going on for several years, 
for the distribution of surplus 
land of Kursela state. In 
Dhamdaha area the struggle of 
the sharecroppers of 
Chandwa— Roopaspur has 
attracted nationwide attention. 
Here Santhal (tribal) share- 
croppers hartd been cultivating 
the land of Rajput landowners 
for nearly three decades. The 
landowners evicted the 
sharecroppers. When the 
sharecroppers protested on 
November 22, 1971 an armed 
gang sent by landlords attacked 
the Santhal sharecroppers of 
Chandwa-Roopaspur village — 
the entire village was burnt and 
14 Santhals were murdered. 

In the diara land of Purnea 
district hundreds of struggles 
are going on for rights over 
surplus land. 

Due to these various land 
disputes the diara region has 
witnessed an endless spree of 
violence culminating in some 
gory episodes. 
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Book Review 
Sikh Revivalist Move- 
ments 

by Surjit Kaur Jolly, Delhi, 
Gitanjali Publishing House, 
1988, PP 231 + XXI 

(including plates IX and 
Appendices-V) Rs. 155.00. 

The growth and development 
of Sikh group— consciousness 
is a part of the overall process of 
emergence and growth of 
primordial identity building 
process in India that started 
nrimarilv as a result of the 
introduction of Western 
Political and administrative 
institutions. The modernization 
and social mobilization process 
under the British, which made 
great advances in other 
directions, also led to certain’ 
developments that brought old 
differentiations of the surface 
and gave rise to alienation and 
hostility causing a renewed 
awareness and quickening of 
^aditional identity, its 

Q*juvenation, reinterpretation 
and consolidation. As with the 
other religious communities the 
Sikhs also began to acquire a 
more cohesive identity. An 
important role in this was 
played by two early 
movements— Nirankari and 
Namdhari and later on Singh 
Sabha and gurdwara reform 
movements. 

While the Gurdwara Reform 
Movement which in turn 
created the Shromani Akali Dal 
has been studied quite in detail 
by various scholars the other 
particularly the earlier move- 
ments i.e. Nirankari and 
Namdhari have not received the 
due attention. What so ever has 
been analysed with rega'^d to 
these movements that too is 
from particular anglers. Surjit 
p^aur Jolly's work therefore can 
considered as pioneering one 
in this sense. More important is 
that the two movements which 


emerged in the nineteenth 
entury with almost identical 
objective, have been studied 
comparatively in terms of their 
role in reforming the socio- 
religious life of the society at 
that time. 

The author makes it very 
clear that the main object of 
both the movements was not to 
establish a separate‘religious 
group, sect or cult. Any such 
attempt would have been the 
negation of their very 
teachings — "Return to Nanak" 
or restoration of Sikhism to its 
original spirit. Therefore, the 
question, of their being any 
thing else than the Sikh, indeed 
a true Sikh, does not arise. 
However there were various 
aspects of these movements 
which went beyond just reform 
movements. The author 
dissusses these aspects too. 

The author thus deals with 
the origin and establishment of 
the movements, their religious 
practices, places of worship, 
pilgrimages and ideals, she 
delianeates on their reactions to 
social problems in detail 
including their attitudes 
towards social ceremonies and 
the Allied issues and position of 
woman. She also analysis the 
attitude of the British colonial, 
administration toward these 
movements. The author, 
however does not deal with the 
political role of these 
movements in detail. Her 
opinion is that these 
movements can be called as the 
puritan and protestant Sikh 
movements aiming at the 
revival of Sikhism. Howeverone 
has to take i nto account the fact 
that no system works in 
vacuum, It influences and is 
inturn influenced by other 
systems. This relationship is 
particularly important in case of 
society, economy and politics. 
Therefore their interaction is 
very important. The author 
does not undertakes this 
exercise both for methodologi- 



cal and historical reasons. 

The historical aspect of the 
study however is very 
significant. The author has 
relied mostly on primary and 
original sources. Interpretation 
of these sources, however, 
again is limited from socio- 
religious aspects and political 


and class characterisation has 
not been attempted. Never- 
theless it brings into light many 
interesting and rere documents 
which the scholars can use for 
analying various aspectsof these 
movements in particular and 
socio-political environment of 
the time in general. For the 


benefit of readers quite a 
number of such documents 
have been reproduced in the 
book. A comprehensive 
bibliography of the original and 
primary sources will also help 
as a useful reference for the 
researchers. 

A S. rJ- 


‘Voluntary organisations 
Can do a lot for 
bonded labour’ 


A national workshop on 
bonded labourorganisedbythe 
Bandhua Mukti Morcha at the 
Indian Social Institute washeld. 

The four-day workshop was 
inaugurated by the retired 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Mr. P.N. Bhagwati, 
and addressed by Mr. V.R. 
Krishna Iyer, retired Supreme 
Court Judge, Dr. Gauri Shankar 
of the Gandhi Vidya Sansthan, 
Varanasi Mr. Gobind Mukhoty, 
president of the People Union 
for Democratic Rights. 

The investigation, release 
and rehabilitation of bonded 
labour were discussed and the 
methods to implement the 
legislation which has been a 
bottleneck in releasing the 
bonded labour were discussed. 

Summing up the delibera- 
tions, Swami Agnivesh, 
Chairman of Bondhua Mukti, 
Morcha (Bonded labour 
Liberation Front), said that 
about five million people were 
working as bonded labourers in 
the agricultural and industrial 
fields. The bonded labour 
system Abolition Act was 
enacted in 1976, but despite the 
constitutional provisions, little 
headway had been made. 

He said the Government 
machinery itself had made a 
mockery of its law and its 
practice, prompting large scale 
corruption in the release of 
bonded labour. They had 
documentary proof on large 
numbers of fake release of 


bonded labour, especially in 
districts like westChamparan in 
Bihar, Raipur in Himachal 
Pradesh and certain areas of 
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh. He 
said Rs. 6,250 worth of assets of 
each bonded labourer, but a 
large number of non-existent 
labourers were released and 
many who were not aware of 
their rights were simply not told 
about the money. And when the 
released labourer was not 
rehabilitated, he was forced 
back to his former position. 

Another point which came up- 
at the workshop was the lack of 
prosecutions and convictions 
of those who perpetuate the 
abominable system. Under the 
law, bonded labour is a 
congnisable offence entailing 
imprisonment of up to three 
years and a fine of Rs. 3,000 
Swami Agnivesh said that 
according to the latest figures, 
about 200,000 bonded labour 
had been liberated since 1975 
when the first ordinance was 
promulgated. Out of these 
cases, only 7,000 prosecutions 
were launched and these did 
not result in imprisonment if 
prosecutions were launched, 
imprisonment must be insisted 
on. 

Swami Agnivesh said trade 
unions and political parties had 
also failed to highlight the 
plight of the unorganised 
labour. The radio and TV could 
do the job but they were under 
total State control and were 
used mainly for 'telecasting 


cricket, soap operas and 
tantalising advertisements” 
They, he alleged, devoted no 
regular time to educate the 
masses on their legitimate 
rights. 

The workshop stressed that 
the voluntary organisations 
should play a more active role. 
The Government had come out 
with various statements and 
schemes to involve voluntary 
organisations in investigation 
and rehabilitation of bonded 
labour but the crucial question 
was the release of bonded 
labour for doing which these 
organisations had no power. 
His experience was that the 
bonded labour that had been 
identified since 1976 were 
mainly through voluntary 
organisations. The problem 
should be entrusted to non- 
Government social activists 
which could be supervised by 
retired judges of the Supreme 
Court and High Courts and 
eminent civil servants. 

the Bandhua Mukti Morcha 
had proposed the setting upofa 
National Commission on 
Bonded Labour along the lines 
of the National Commission of 
self-employed women. The 
could go a long way in 
improving the situation. They 
had submitted a memorandum 
to the Prime Minister in this 
regard and it had been agreed 
to in princ' )le. 
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A People of Fragmented Consciousness 


How and why we have drifted away from the 
basic concept of a nation comprising a variety of 
ethnic communities, religious groups and 
languages and cultures are a matter for a deeper 
study. 


The problem of national 
integration is a controversial 
subject of discussion for 40 
long years after in- 
dependence. ..We are witnes- 
sing today... a fragmented 
consciousness about religious, 
linguistic or ethnic identities. 
The responsibility for the 
prevailing situation and its 
attendant confusion must be 
shared by the Indian 
intelligentsia as a whole.. It was 
believed at the time of 
independence that the ghost of 
separatism, especially the great 
Hindu-Muslim divide, had been 
laid to rest once and for all with 
the creation of Pakistan. ... 

... The malortty of the people 
preferred a secular and liberal 
democratic state, l.e. a modem 
State, two determinant factors 
can be easily pointed. The first 
and foremost was the 
leadership of the main stream of 
the national struggle for 
political independence... The 
Indian tradition which 
contributed the most to that 
dedslon-maklng process was a 
natural consequence of the 
Hindu view of life. It took In Its 
grand sweep a multiplicity of 
philosophical and religious 
thought systems, including 
even some godless ones like 
Sankhya, Buddhism and 
Jainism. Spirit of tolerance and 
co-exIstence can be said to be 
an essential characteristic of 
this tradition. 

The contemporary Indian 
scene would show that we have 
drifted far away from the 
traditional spirit of tolerance 
and liberalism. ... The social 
situation is marked by frequent 
clashes between communities, 
especially on religious 
occasions. There evidently is 
some deeper reason for the 
situation to have degenerated 
into one of distrust between one 
community and another and 
intolerance and animosity. The 
Hindu-Muslim divide has not 
vanished with the creation of 
Pakistan, belying the earlier 
hope. On the contrary, Pakistan 
seems to act as a provocative 
reminder to the Hindus and 
Muslims of India of the old 
divisive spirit. ... The divisive 
spirit is noticeable not only in 
religious matters but also in 
politics and even in sports. ... 
Hindu-Muslim communal cla- 
shes on religious occasions 
have not only increased in 
frequency but have now awider 
spread. ... 

The problem of separatism 
and communalism (finds)... the 
most repulsive expression... in 
the currently rampant Sikh 
terrorism... Tamil Nadu at one 
time was a fertile soil for a 
movement on cultural and 
linguistic separatism... Tamil 
separatism is now a thing of the 
past. The search for separate 
ethnic identity of the tribals in 
the north-eastern region and 
among some of the plains' tribal 


groups still exist though in a 
somewhat mellowed form.... 

How and why we have drifted 
away from the basic concept of 
a nation comprising a variety of 
ethnic communities, religious 
groups and languages and 
cultures are a matter for a 
deeper study. 

The idea clearly was to weave 
India's rich variety into a 
harmonious whole within a 
climate of mutual tolerance, 
understanding, co-existence 
and cooperation. The concept 
of unity in diversity was not 
merely to remain a time-worn 
cliche but to be a living faith in 
India's nation building. It was 
necessary, therefore, to make a 
careful study of the essential 
features of each of the ethnic, 
linguistic, religious and cultural 
groups and lay down a common 
substratum of compatible 
features and faiths which not 
only could co-exist but interact 
in a healthy manner. Each 
community would perhaps be 


required to part with something 
for a larger gain. That exercise 
unfortunately has not been 
undertaken in an organised way 
so far. 

One inevitable result of this 
failure is that the communities 
have been left to function 
without a sense of direction. 
Moreover, the absence of 
clearly defined parameters for 
unity and integration induced 
each community to devise its 
own course to gain maximum 
advantage for its members 
disregarding any consideration 
for others ... The political 
parties found pampering of the 
basest Instincts and divisive 
demands of the groups and 


communities a happy hunting 
ground for building up their 
own vote banks. No political 
party In India is really free from 
its share of the guilt. 

The National Integration 
Council ... has carefully avoided 
even raising the basic issues at 
its meetings. ... 

... The Council has not been 
able to suggest even 
rudimentary steps to ban 
mixing of politics with 
religion. ...It is also not clear 
why the Council has not been 
able to see that temples, 
mosques and gurudwaras 
should have been denied the 
use of loudspeakers as one of 
the most rudimentary 


preventive steps. Noisy prayer 
and speeches at these centres 
have been a great nuisance for 
the general public. The 
loudspeaker systems in the 
religious premises, moreover, 
have invariably been used at 
crucial moments of communal 
tension for inciting one com- 
munity or another to violence 
and crime. There is also the 
mushrooming of temples, 
mosques and gurudwaras as if 
in competition with one 
another.. . Most of these are built 
on illegally grabbed public 
lands.. Then there is the 
question of religious 
community-based political 
parties. These are not merely 
aberrations. The have struck at 
the very root of the Indian 
political system. It surely is not 
beyound human ingenuity to 
devise steps to forbid formation 
of such parties. But such issues / 
are • skirted. Yet these art 
precisely the issues that could 
be taken up ... if it is not too 
much to expect our present day 
political leaders to debate and 
decide on the parameters of the 
iigitimate rights of the religious, 
ethnic, linguistic and cultural 
groups. 

In the Radical 
Humanist. 
November, 1986 


One inevitable result of this failure is that the 
communities have been left to function without a 
sense of direction. Moreover, the absence of 
clearly defined parameters for unity and 
integration induced each community to devise its 
own course to gain maximum advantage for its 
members disregarding any consideration for 
others ... The political parties found pampering of 
the basest instincts and divisive demands of the 
groups and communities a happy hunting ground 
for building up their own vote banks. No political 
party in India is really free from its share of the 
guilt. 



The Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi inaugurating a Workshop of District Collectors Magistrates on "Responsive 
Administration" in Hyderabad on February 13, 1988. Photo by— Debatosh Sengupta. 
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Afghan Crisis 


Afghanistan. The proclamation 
of the policy of national 
reconciliation greatly helped 
the acceleration of the peaceful 
solution of the situation around 
Afghanistan and enabled the 
Government of the Republic of 
Afghanistan to put forward a 
concrete proposal on the 
formation of a coalition 
government, including the 
opposition armed groups and 
the forces confronting the 
Afghan State. This proposal 
was made as one of the 
dimensions of the efforts for 
ensuring peace in the country 
and its implementation is in 
progress. Afghanistan is an 
independent, sovereign and 
non-alignfed country. It is only 
Afghans who have determined 
and continue to their country. 
No one, other than Afghans, 
can settle the Afghan problems. 
No one should doubt this 
indisputable fact. 

^Those who desire for peace in 

V country cannot but utilize 
the policy of national 
reconciliation as a firm base for 
their peace-seeking activities. 

Reconciliation 

activities for ensuring peace 
and tranquility for our people. 
They should understand that if 
they refuse to heed the voice of 
wisdom, they will face the 
staunch will of the Afghan 
people, who want peace and 


Continued from page 16 


determined to take part In the 
forthcoming Geneva talks with 
sense of responsibility, realism, 
wiseness, political boldness, 
good and firm political 


the country will now be 
intensified. In our opinion, the 
occurence of infighting events 
can be prevented, provided that 


the 


forces opposing the 
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Kabul residents have learned to live with the eight-year-old bloody conflict. Here, an open-air class room. 


tranquility in the country, and 
will also face the commitments 
of the states who call for the 
cessation of interferences 
against Afghanistan. 

Adopting such a constructive 
position, the Afghan side Is 


determlnaflon. 

ith regard to future 
steps Mr. Najibullah 
also made it clear that 
following the withdrawal of the 
limited contingent of Soviet 
troops, the military conflict in 


Wi 


government of the Republic of 
Afghanistan, who are busy with 
continuing the war, adopt a 
responsible position and 
contribute to peace-seeking 


Haj Flights to 
Start in June 

Smt. Tajdar Babar, Chairper- 
son of Delhi State Haj 
Committee announced 

the schedule lor Haj, 1988. As in 
the past, chartered Haj flights 
T^'l be operated from Delhi this 
\^^r also by special 
arrangement with Air India & 
Saudi Airlines. Delhi State Haj 
Committee will accept the 
application for Haj upto 23rd 
March, 1988. The applicants 
have to submit a tentative air 
fare of Rs. 8254/- by bank draft 
drawn in favour of the 
Committee, she informed. The 
arrangements for Haj by sea will 
be finalised later. 

Smt. Babar disclosed that Haj 
flights were expected to 
commence during the second 
week of June, 1988. Besides 
Delhi, pilgrims from many parts 
of the country particularly from 
the States of U.P., Bihar, M.P., 
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, 
J&K etc. also proceed for Haj by 
these flights. Dwelling on the 
details of these flights she said 
that chartered flights from Delhi 
were started in 1983 and these 
carried 1361 pilgrims. There 
has been constant rise in the 
number of pilgrims since then. 
In 1984 their number rose to 
3165; in 1985 10 flights were 
operated to carry 3981 pilgrims; 
in 1986, 4703 pilgrims were 
accommodated in 12 flights and 
last year as many as 15 flights 
carried 5904 pilgrims. The 
Chairperson felt that present 
quota of 117 pilgrims from Delhi 
was low in view of the 
tremendous increase in Delhi's 
population over the years. She 
stressed the need for increase 
in this quota. 

The Delhi State Haj 
Committee will set up transit 


camps for these pilgrims this 
year also which provide 
medical, banking and other 
facilities to the pilgrims staying 
here. Last year more than 1 5000 
pilgrims and their relatives 
stayed in these camps. Smt. 
Babar hoped that in the coming 
years it may be possible to 
provide accommodation and 
other facilities to the pilgrims in 
the Haj House to be 
constructed near Turkman 
Gate. The model of the Haj 
House has been prepared and 
construction is expected to 
start in the near future, she said. 

19 Get State 
Teacher’s Award 

Presenting Delhi State 
Teacher’s Award-1987 to 19 
teachers from the Delhi 
Administration and DMC/ 
NDMC at a function held here 
today, Shri Jag Parvesh 
Chandra, Chief Executive 
Councillor said— Education in 
modern industrial society must 
subserve the twin objective of 
education, for living and 
educating for making a living. 

Saying that the education 
should not, therefore, function' 
in a narrow field he said it 
should enlarge the Intellectual 
horizons and aesthetic 
sensibilities. 

Underlining the role of one 
teacher he said— T rue text book 
for the pupil is the teacher. 
While parents give physical 
birth to a child, teachers 
educate pupils in the art of 
living. 

Amongst the awardees were 
5 Primary school teachers and 
the number of women teachers 
amongst the awardees was 3. 

The award carried a bronze 
medal, a scroll and Rs. 500 in 
cash. Shri Chandra announced 
that the cash money going with 


the award should be enhanced 
to Rs. 1000. 

Two of the awardees Shri 
Anadi Chandra Mukerjee (a 
blind teacher who had also 


taken part in Quit India 
Movement) and Shri R.N. Ojha, 
Principal donated the cash 


Be Careful 

hile there are many 
positive developments 
which make one 
optimistic about an early 
settlement of the Afghan issue, 
we would not be realistic if we 
assume that all the difficulties 
have disappeared. The need of 
the hour is that all Afghan 
groups should get together to 
facilitate the process of political 
settlement. They have before 
them the great opportunity of 
bringing peace and prosperity 
to their country. 

Indiaas a country in the 
region cannot remain 
indifferent to the developments 
in Afghanistan with which it has 
had centuries of cultural, 
historical and economic ties. It 
has always stood for a 
nonaligned, sovereign, in- 
dependent, stable and united 
Afghanistan. It favours a 
negotiated political settlement 
in that country which takes into 
account the legitimate interests 
of all concerned. It is in this 
context, that we have been in 
touch with all sides concerned. 
It Is India’s impression that all 
sides are anxious for an early 
political solution though there 
still exist serious differences 
amongst some of Ihe Afghan 
groups. It is hoped that given 
goodwill, the necessary 
flexibility, an appreciation of 
realities and above all the 
beckoning opportunities, the 
various elements involved will 
be able to rise above their 
differences in orderto achieve a 
mutually acceptable settlement 


going with the award towards 
P.M’s National Relief Fund. 


With Best Compliments from 
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Hopefui Signs 
Afghan Crisis 


I t is for several years now that 
war and various inter- 
ferences and interventions, 
including armed interferences 
are being waged in the 
Afghanistan which have 
resulted in great catastrophe 
and tremendous losses for the 
country. This has also brought 
about the situation around 
Afghanistan and has created a 
seriously tense situation. 

An early political settlement 
of the Afghan problem appears 
to be In sight The soviet Union 
has announced a definite date- 
15th May, 1988 and a time 
framewoilc— 10 months— for the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops on 
the very reasonable assumption 
that the Geneva Proximity 
Talks, which have wide 
International support, are 
signed by 15th March, 1988. Mr. 
Cordovez special representa- 
tive of the U.N. Secretary 
General on his part after a very 
painstaking shuttle has been 
able to Iron out most of the 
difficulties and to bring the two 
parties to agree to begin the 
next ar>d hopefully the last 
round of Proximity Talks on 2nd 
March, 1988. The prospects for 
peace and stability In 
Afghanistan thus appear to be 
much brighter than they have 
been for a long long time. 

Troops Withdrawal 

A nnouncing the program- 
me for Soviet troops 
withdrawal on 8 
February, Mikhail Gorbachev, 
General Secretary of CPSU 
Central Committee said. 

The military conflict in 
Afghanistan has been going on 
for a long time now. It is one of 
the most bitter and painful 
regional conflicts. Judging by 
everything, certain pre- 
requisites have now emerged 
for its political settlement. 

Mr. Gorbachev, however, 
pointed that, that, of course, 
does not mean that no one 
could now obstruct the 
settlement, or push the talks 
backwards. But we would not 
like to think that some states or 
political figures might want to 
be held accountable by the 
Afghan nation and other 
nations for scuttling a 
settlement. We believe that 
common sense will prevail. 

Afghan Leaders 

H e also mentioned the role 
of Afghan leadership 
observing that it is well 
known that all of that has caused 
the Afghan leadership, headed 
by President Najibullah, to 
undertake a profound 
rethinking of political course, . 
which has crystalized in the 
patriotic and realistic policy of 
national reconciliation. It was 
an act of great courage and 
bravery; not merely an appeal to 
cease armed clashes but a 
proposal to set up a coalition 
government and share power 
with the opposition, including 
those who wage armed struggle 
against the Government and 
even those who, while being 
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abroad, direct the rebels’ 
operations and supply them 
with weapons and combat 
equipment obtained from 
foreign countries. And that 
proposal was made by a 
government vested with 
constitutional authority and 
wielding real power in the 
country. 

Future Course 

A bout the future course 
Mr. Gorbachev said that 
the Afghans themselves 
will decide the final status of 
their country among other 
nations. Most often it is being 
said that the future peaceful 
Afghanistan will be an 
independent, non-aligned, and 
neutral state. Well, we would 
only be happy to have such a 
neighbour on our southern 
borders. 

In connection with the 
question of beginning the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops, 
there isaneedtomakeclearour 
position on yet another aspect 
whether the withdrawal is 
linked with the completion of 
efforts to set up a new, coalition 
government in Afghanistan, 
i.e., with bringing the policy of 
National Reconciliation to ! 
fruition. We are convinced that 
it is not. 

The withdrawal of Soviet 
troops, combined with other 
aspects of the settlement, 
including guarantees of non- 
interference, is one thing. 
Various states are involved in it. 
Speaking of this, we believe that 
Iran, a neighbouring country, 
should not stand aside from 
political settlement. 

National Reconciliation and 
the establishment of a coalition , 
government Is another thing. 
This is a purely Internal Afghan 
issue. It can only be resolved by 
the Afghans theihselves. 
Though they belong to different 
and even opposing camps. 
When, however, It Ishinted to us 
that the Soviet Union should 
take part In talks on that issue, 
and even talk to third countries, 
our answer Is firm and clear, 
don’t expect us to do It: It is. 
none of our business. Or yours, 
for that matter. 

But could hostilities flare up 
even more after Soviet troops 
leave? It would hardly be 
appropriate to prophesy, but I 
think that such a course of 
events could be prevented if 
those now fighting against their 
brothers take a responsible 
titude and try indeed get 
involved in peace-building. If 
however, they are guided, not ’ 
'by them arguments of reason. 
But by emotions, multiplied by. 
fanaticism, then they would be 
confronted with the greatly 
increased will of the Afghan 
people to see their country 
pacified and with the obliga- 
tions of states on longer to 
interfere in its in ternal affairs. 
The Geneva obligations will 
close the channels for outside 
assistance to those who hope to 
impose their will on the whole 
nation by armed force. 

And, if necess.ary, considera- 


tion could be given at that stage 
to using the possibilities 
available to the United Nations 
and its Security Council. 


Welcome 


R esponding to this 
statement President 
Najibullah of Afghanis- 
tan in his statement pointed that, 
in order to put an end to the war 
and fratricidal bloodshed and to 
ensure lasting peace 
throughout the country, the 
Government of the Republic of 
Afghanistan has proclaimed 
and is successfully implement- 


ing the policy of national clear manifestatiqn of the 

reconciliation having various powerfulness, wiseness and 

dimensions in the interests of providence of the Republic of 
peace and security, which is a Continued on page 15 
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